23/ 01/ 1998
Mahat hir chairs first nmeeting of NEAC

Kamar ul Yunus

PRI ME M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhamad chaired the first nmeeting of
the 24-menber National Econom ¢ Action Council (NEAC) yesterday,

i ndicating that the Governnent is serious in addressing the present
econom ¢ probl ens.

Besi des the Governnment representatives, the council conprises corporate
| eaders, workers' union nenbers and civil servants.

Speaking to reporters after the neeting, Dr Mahathir however said he has
yet to appoint two of the remaining five executive council (Exco) menbers
in the NEAC

O her NEAC Exco nenmbers are Deputy Prime M nister and Fi nance M nister
Dat uk Seri Anwar |brahim and Econom c Adviser to the Governnent Tun Dai m
Zai nuddi n, who is also the council's executive director.

To i npl ement and assi st the exco, a working conmttee will be
establised. It will be chaired by the NEAC executive director, with the
Econom c Planning Unit in the Prime Mnister's Departnent as its
secretari at.

Dr Mahathir al so said the NEAC has yet to deci de when the next neeting
will be or howoften it will neet.

"Not yet ... probably after the holidays (Chinese New Year and Hari Raya
Puasa," he said.

Dr Mahathir al so said except for Daim the others will not have any
specific roles.

Besi des the Prine Mnister, Anwar and Daim 21 others who were appointed
to the NEAC, include mnisters.

They are Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik (Transport), Datuk Seri S. Sany
Vel lu (Works), Datuk Seri Dr LimKeng Yaik (Primary Industry), Datuk Seri
Rafi dah Aziz (International Trade and Industry), Datuk Seri Najib Tun
Razak (Education), Datuk Dr Sul ai man Daud (Agriculture), Datuk Mistapa
Mohaned ( Entrepreneur Devel oprment), Datuk Osu Sukam (Land and Cooperative
Devel opnent) and Datuk Seri Megat Junid Megat Ayob (Donestic Trade and
Consuner Affairs).

O hers include Chief Secretary to the Governnent Tan Sri Abdul Halim
Al'i, National Chanbers of Conmerce and Industry Mal aysia president Tan Sri
Tajudin Ram i, Federation of Ml aysian Manufacturers president Paul Low,
Dat uk Soong Si ew Hong, who represents the Association of Small and Medi um
Scal e I ndustries, Association of Banks chairman Am rsham Abdul Azi z,

Associ ati on of Brokerage Firns chairman Datuk Tony Tiah and Associ ation of
Fi nance Conpani es chai rnan Datuk Tay Ah Lek.

Mal aysi an Trades Uni on Congress president Zainal Ranpak, Federation of
Consuners Associ ati on Mal aysi a presi dent Professor Handan Adnan, Congress
of Union of Enployees in the Public Adnministration and Cvil Service
presi dent Abdul Aziz Mohd Sultan, Institute of Strategic and | nternational
St udi es chai rman and chi ef executive Tan Sri Noordin Sopi ee and the
Econom ¢ Planning Unit director-general Tan Sri Ali Abul Hassan Sul ai man.

( END)
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