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Mahat hi r - Dai m
MAHATH R DAIM S APPO NTMENT TO EXPLAI N NEAC S DECI SI ONS

KUALA LUMPUR, June 24 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad said
toni ght the appoi ntnent of Tun Dai m Zai nuddi n as the Special Functions
Mnister in the Prime Mnister's Departnent was to enable himto explain to
t he Cabi net decisions taken by the National Economi c Action Council (NEAC).

He said many deci sions and studies carried out by the NEAC which are
tabled to the Cabi net needed expl anati on.

Being a M nister, Daimcould explain to the Cabinet nenbers, he told
reporters after a reception with the staff of the Umo headquarters at the
Putra World Trade Centre, here.

Dr Mahathir said Daims duties would not overlap with other mnistries
such as Finance, International Trade and I ndustry and Donestic Trade and
Consuner Affairs.

Daimis the executive director of NEAC, a body specially set up to
advi se the governnent on ways to tide over the econom c sl owdown.

A statement fromthe Prime Mnister's Departnent said today that Daim
has been appoi nted Special Functions Mnister in the Prine Mnister's
Departnment responsible for matters relating to econonic devel opnent.

Dr Mahathir said Daimwould focus his attention solely on the economc
probl ens faced by the country and his duties would not overlap with the
functions of the other mnistries.

He said Daims appointnment was also to facilitate his (Dr Mahathir's)
appoi ntnments while abroad |ike nmeeting mnisters fromother countries.

" As NEAC executive director, we find that it is difficult for Daimto
di scharge his duties because if we send hi moverseas, he cannot neet
m ni sters but can only neet officers as he is not of a mnister's status,"
he said.

Asked what would be Daims main duties, Dr Mahathir said he would
handle all matters pertaining to the econom c probl ens.

He said Dai mwoul d have his own mnistry and staff under the Prine
M ni ster's Departnent.

In his speech, Dr Mahathir, who is also Umo President, said the 52nd
Umo Ceneral Assenbly went on snoothly w thout any hitches.

Al t hough there were talk before the assenbly that there would be
trouble, the assenbly proceeded orderly.

He said the party headquarters had nmade thorough preparations to ensure
there was no untoward incidents.

Dr Mahathir al so thanked the staff of the Umo headquarters, PWC
police and the nass nedia for carrying out their tasks efficiently.

Al so present were his wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali and Umo
secretary-general Datuk Sabbaruddi n Chik.
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