28 FEB 1998
Mahat hi r - Jew
MAHATH R GLAD MATTER PUT TO REST

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 28 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad said
he was glad that the issue of himbeing allegedly anti-Semtic had been put
to rest by the Wrld Jew sh Congress.

In wel com ng the congress' statenent as reported by the newspapers
today, the Prine Mnister said he had never been anti-Semtic.

"We have been instrunental in allowing the Israeli cricket teamto cone
here and al so we brought purposely Israeli students so that they can see
that Muslins can live with other people at peace so that this m ght nmake
themto understand that it is possible to live with the Arabs,” he told
reporters after meeting Brunei's Sultan Hassanal Bol ki ah at Shangri-La
Hot el here today.

Dr Mahathir was asked to comment on the report that the Congress had
accepted that the Prime Mnister, who had been criticised for allegedly
maki ng controversial statenents about Jews, was not anti-Semtic.

According to the report, Malaysia had witten a letter to the United
Nat i ons Human Ri ghts Conmi ssioner in Geneva to deny that Dr Mahathir was
anti-Senmitic and that anti-Semtismhas never been the policy in Ml aysia.

The letter dated Feb 20 from Mal aysi an anbassador to the High
Conmi ssion Hamidon Ali was witten after he met with the Wrld Jew sh
Congress representative there Mirris Abram

Worl d Jewi sh Congress executive director Elan Steinberg praised the
letter and said: "This brings the matter to an end as far as we are
concer ned. "

To this, the prine mnister said he was happy that the matter had been
put to rest.

"Well I'mglad if they have put to rest because | don't see any point
in having a quarrel with anybody, | don't want to quarrel with them" said
Dr Mahathir. -- Bernanma
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