23 OCT 1998

MAHATHI R© ONE SATURDAY PER MONTH HOLI DAY TO START | N JANUARY

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 23 (Bernama) -- The one Saturday per nonth to be
decl ared a holiday for public sector enployees will start next January,
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said today.

Cvil servants could use the holiday to rest and relax or tour the
country, he said.

"The working hours will be the sane for the nonth as they may have to
wor k hal f an hour |onger on certain days to make up for the Saturday
holi day,"™ Dr Mahathir, who is also First Finance Mnister, told reporters
at the Parlianment |obby after tabling the 1999 Budget.

Dr Mahathir, in proposing the Saturday holiday for civil servants when
tabling the budget, said the private sector was al so encouraged to do
i kew se.

The Public Services Department will issue a circular on inplenentation
of the proposal which is ainmed at devel oping the donetic tourism sector.
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