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MAHATHI R© MUCH MORE CAN BE DONE BY MALAYSI ANS

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 24 (Bernama) -- There is still nuch nore that
Mal aysi ans can do and for thenselves, in order to triunph over the present
econom c difficulties although the process towards recovery would continue
to be influenced by external factors and devel opnents, said Prinme M nister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad.

"This is a time when we all have to pull together. I am confident that
once again the Ml aysi an people will rise and overcone the chal |l enges
thrown our way," he said in a foreward carried in the 216 page Nati ona
Econoni ¢ Recovery Plan (NERP) which would be on sale to the public from
t oday.

The governnment on its part, he added, has already instituted and
i npl enent ed several urgent responses to the crisis affecting Ml aysia and
the region while the private sector nust denonstrate confidence and
resilience.

Dr Mahathir al so said public support is very crucial and the people's
resol ve must not be easily swayed by opinions and vi ewpoi nts which tend to
under mi ne confidence and sel f-reliance.

"Sacrifices nust be nmade, pain endured and real obstacles nmust be
overconme before the country can return to the previous path of sustained
and vi gorous econom ¢ growt h.

"Wth political stability, a pragmatic approach to policies and
strategi es, social cohesion and the support of the people, a pragmatic
approach to policies can be overcone," he added.

Wth the National Econom c Recovery Plan, a road map for recovery now
in place, Dr Mahathir said the government woul d be proactive and pragmatic
in inplementing its strategies.

Saying that the NERP was a well-conceived plan, he said the governent
woul d be flexible in adapting to changes in the environnent and sensitive
to the plight of the people, especially the poor

"But, tinme is of the essence. There nust be a sense of urgency and
commitment," the prinme mnister stressed, adding that the econony has shown
signs of contraction and it was crucial that inmredi ate and bol d neasures be
taken to turn the economny around.

Rem ndi ng the people that the nation's record of |audabl e success in
nati on buil di ng and econom ¢ devel opnent were not without its trials and
tribulations, Dr Mahathir said Mal aysians as a nation, were once again
being call ed upon to prove thenselves in this challenging tinme," he added.
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