24/ 12/ 1998
Mai nt enance is part of Arnmed Forces culture

Dat uk Seri Syed Ham d Syed Jaafar Al bar
I WAS t aken aback by the conments in the Qther Thots col um (New Sunday
Ti mes, Dec 13) on the question of dereliction of duty by the mlitary.

If the corments were nmerely directed at ne personally, | accept it with
an open m nd. As human bei ngs, we are bound to make m stakes al ong t he
way.

Let me put in the right context the comments nmade by Prime M nister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad on instilling a sense of commitnent in al
Mal aysi ans in order to devel op and enhance a nmai nt enance cul ture.

Dr Mahathir cited | uxury yachts whose nai nt enance enpl oyees are only
Eur opeans. He then asked ne to direct the navy to i nclude a course on
mai nt enance so that there will be Ml aysi ans worki ng on | uxury yachts as
mai nt enance crewren. The navy is taking the necessary actionto facilitate
this.

| amvery concerned with the way you concl uded your article. The Prine
M ni ster did not suggest that there was a "dereliction of duty on the part
of the military" or that we do not have a mai ntenance cul ture.

He want ed us to strengthen, enhance and put greater enphasis on this.
Your suggestion that there is a dereliction of duty is very serious.

"Derelict' is definedin the dictionary as "forsaken, abandoned, failure
induty or neglect of duty", and to the nmenbers of the arned forces it is
consi dered a serious offence. | amsure you did not nmean it that way.

Havi ng been deeply involved with the nmlitary for several years now, |
cannot doubt their care and concern for the well-being of their equipnent,
weapons and vehicl es and the grave i nplicati ons any negl ect woul d have on
the lives of the men who use them

Indeed, the military alnost religiously sticks to vigorous and arduous
mai nt enance routines that govern the use of equipnent; andit is for this
reason that they are still able to operate equi pnent that is nore than 50
years ol d.

Hence your suggestion that there has been a dereliction of duty on their
part is grossly unfair to an organisation that traditionally does not use
the nmedia in its defence

Whi | st we accept such incidents may have occurred within our
organi sation, it is not fair to suggest that the mlitary as a whol e has
conmtted a dereliction of duty.

The military has contributed directly and indirectly to the well-being
of the nation. On behal f of the Arned Forces, | wishtoinvite youto
visit our establishnments to enlighten you on the real situation
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