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By: E Sivabal an

HANO , Dec 15 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad t oday urged Asean to adhere to its founding principles on the
conduct of ties between nmenber states, stressing that econonic recovery in
Asean can be expedited only in an inproved regional and internationa
envi ronnent .

"Al though the region's econonic crisis has put sone strain on the ties
bet ween Asean countries and the group itself, Asean has the wherewithal to
pul | through this turbulent period," he said in his opening statenent at
the Sixth Asean Sunmmit here.

Dr Mahathir said Ml aysia believed that the maintenance of positive
interstate relations has to be consciously nurtured.

He urged Asean countries to stick to the Asean nethod of work and the
princi pl es governing the conduct of relations between nenber states as
contained in the group's various declarations, treaties and statenments over

t he years.
"We shoul d adhere to them" Dr Mhathir said.
Asean conprises Brunei, Indonesia, Laos, Ml aysia, Myannmar, the

Phi i ppi nes, Singapore, Thailand and Vi et nam

He said 30 years of Asean cooperation has given Southeast Asia the
stability and solidarity which contributed to unprecedented econom c growth
and rising standard of I|iving.

"Unfortunately, the econonmic crisis severely tested the resilience of
Asean nmenber countries. Qur association, and relations between its nenbers,
have cone under sone strain,"” Dr Mahathir said.

The prime mnister said Asean's responses to the chall enges confronting
the regi on have created the inpression of "an Asean in disarray, its
nmenbers at odds wi th one another.”

Asean's policy of non-interference or "constructive engagenent” had
been questioned by some menber countries recently with Thail and novi ng
toward a nore outspoken position of "flexible engagenment™, encouragi ng
talks on political issues of nutual concern

But, others notably Indonesia, Ml aysia and Si ngapore have opposed the
idea, fearing it would underm ne relations between nenbers in the
31-year-ol d econom c groupi ng.

Dr Mahathir said the Hanoi summit should help create an environnment
conduci ve to positive relations between Asean and regi onal growt h.

"I amtherefore pleased that the Hanoi Declaration which we will sign
| ater and the Hanoi Plan of Action which we are going to adopt have
reiterated the nmany principles and undertaki ngs upon which we comm t
oursel ves," he said.

Speaking at length on the economic crisis that has hit the region, the
prime mnister said Mal aysia strongly supported initiatives ained at
st rengt heni ng regi onal econom ¢ cooperation and consolidating the econonic
fundanental s of Asean countri es.

"W will cooperate with our Asean partners to strengthen and to
i nsul ate the region fromexternal disturbances as much as possible," he
sai d.

The prime mnister said Kuala Lunpur continued to support greater
econom c integration and the acceleration of the Asean Free Trade Area
(Afta).
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