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Maj esti c opening for Commonweal t h Games

Wendy Lim

DESPI TE faci ng econoni ¢ probl enms, Malaysiais nowproudly the first Asian
country to host the Cormonweal th Ganes, the world's second | argest sports
gathering after the A ynpics.

The 16t h Commonweal t h Ganes was decl ared open by the Yang di - Pertuan
Agong Tuanku Ja' afar | ast ni ght, watched by al nost 100, 000 peopl e at the
National Stadiumin Bukit Jalil, Kuala Lunpur.

The King struck a traditional gong three times to raise the curtain on
the Ganes, the | ast and hopefully the best to be held for this century.
The next Conmonweal th Ganes wil| be hosted by Manchester in the UKin the
year 2002.

A 16-cannon sal ute reverberated around t he stadi umwhen t he Ki ng
decl ared the Ganes open. In the royal box were the Raja Permaisuri Agong
Tuanku Naj i hah and Commonweal t h Ganes Feder ati on (CGF) president Prince
Edwar d, who al so represented his nother, Queen Elizabeth Il. The Queen,
who i s the head of the Conmonwealth, will close the Ganes at the sane
venue on Septenber 21.

O hers dignitaries present at the opening were Prinme M nister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohanad and his wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasnah Mohd Ali, CGF
chai rman M chael Fennel | of Jamaica, International O ynpic Conmttee
presi dent Juan Ant oni o Samar anch and Dat uk Bandar Kual a Lunpur Tan Sri
Kamar uzzaman Shariff.

Al so graci ng the occasi on were Sul tan Hassanal Bol ki ah of Brunei and
Fijian Prime M nister General Sitiveni Rabuka.

* See al so p3.
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