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Make nost of our strengths

BY now Mal aysi ans shoul d be sufficiently braced for a chal |l engi ng year
ahead with the economi c downturn. Difficult days notw thstandi ng,

undeni ably the peopl e are thankful that there are cl ear skies and nati ona
stability.

As we are only too aware, a healthy environnent, including clean air,
and unity cannot be taken for granted. Those who went through | ast year's
choki ng haze whi ch envel oped nany parts of Southeast Asia and the dark
days followi ng the 1969 May 13 racial riots, will resoundingly say "Never
agai n". No doubt, the present econoni c sl owdown, caused by mani pul ati ve
currency specul ation, has inpacted on all but it cannot be as bad as the
tension-filled days of 1969 when all of us lived in constant fear

To ensure no recurrence of the haze, Asean has just |aunched the
region's first action planto collectively conbat the probl emthrough
preventive, monitoring and fire-fighting neasures. The recently-approved
Nati onal Biodiversity Policy, ained at conserving the country's plants and
animal |ife and creating a safe, heal thy and productive environnent, can
only be effectiveif all concerned, particularly State Governnents, take
the lead in its inplenmentation.

It cannot be overenphasi sed that unity anong the comunities, the
I'inchpin of national stability, is paramount. I n these chall engingtines,
it isvital as Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said in his
New Year nessage, the people renmmin steadfastly united. Steering the
nati on out of the current econom c problens clearly requires the people's
i ndomi tabl e spirit and support. They nmust be vigi |l ant agai nst subversive
el ements out to fishin troubled waters. Their aimis to split the people
and to cause anxi ety and panic. Last nmonth's discovery of 39 packages
al ong the North-South Expressway, initially suspected to contain
expl osi ves but turned out to be otherw se, may be the work of sone
m schi ef -makers, but the police are obviously not taking chances and are
st eppi ng up surveillance

Runmour - nongering i s anot her evil which must be stanped out before it
causes further damage. There is a need for collective action to counter
t hese negative forces. Apart fromexecutive action to come down hard on
perpetrators, an effective way is for the people not to give credence to
such tal k. The authorities should counter this by presenting the facts
whi ch t hey have recently done by telling the public, for exanple, that the
Mal aysi an banki ng systemis sound and that all deposits are protected by

Bank Negar a.
It goes without saying that all responsible citizens, |ed by the
nation's | eaders at all levels, and the public and private sectors as wel |

as their unions have torally and gui de the people as to howthey should
act to helpinthe nation's swift recovery. As Dr Mahathir so rightly
points out it is inportant the people translate their pledge of confidence
inthe Government and hinself into action. Herein lies the crucial task of
all Ml aysians to send the correct nmessage to the people. It is noted of
| ate, that the people are increasingly seeki ng counsel as to what they
should do in these troubled tines, as it is clear that many are quite
bewi | dered by t he rapi dly devel oping financial situationinthe Asian
regi on.

Central to a speedy econonic recovery is confidence inthe ringgit,
protecting the currency, as Dr Mahathir has said, "is our conmon



responsi bility because others will not do so." The Governnent has al ready
in place neasures to stabilise the econony, what is urgently required is
restoration of i nvestor confidence. It is inperative that Ml aysians show
t he way by saving and i nvesting locally w th confidence.

In the final analysis, the message nust be hanmered hone that if
Mal aysi ans do not hel p thensel ves by | endi ng their support through
positive action, they are the biggest | osers. The alternative is foreign
assi stance. Denpnstrating that they have unwavering faith in the
Governnent's nmeasures, through enhancing unity and acting rationally in
the national interest, is the surest way of hel ping the nation pull
t hr ough.
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