19/ 08/ 1998

Make use of MSC as invention testbed, says Dr M

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanad said
t oday t hat Ml aysi an conpani es shoul d t ake t he opportuni ties presented by
the Mul tinmedia Super Corridor as a testbed for their inventions.

The MSC had opportunities for |ocal conpanies, and not just for
conmpani es from abr oad.

"This is the hope of the Government, that the MSC will bring many
benefits and opportunities for | ocal conpanies,” he said.

He said it was clear that | ocal conpani es have not been | eft behind as
many al ready had | aboratories in the MSC

"They have shown abilities which are special and sonetinmes
extraordinary. Wth the MSC, | amconfident that Mal aysia can i ntroduce to
the world our unique i nventions, and market our systens and technol ogi es, "
he sai d when | aunchi ng "MetroVi si onews on the Net".

The MetroVision television station will place its daily Ml ay and
Engl i sh news on the Internet (ww.visionews.con, about 45 minutes after
it is televised.

Dr Mahathir said this newfacility was proof that Ml aysi a has suitable
testbed facilities for multinedia technol ogi es.

There are about 160 conpani es with MSC status, of which 66 or 41 per
cent are local conpanies.

Dr Mahathir also saidit was inportant to provide accurate i nformation
directly to Mal aysi ans, especially those |iving abroad, as all kinds of
i nformation could nowbe transnmitted in a very fast but uncontrolled
manner over the Internet.

"That's why recently we found that the Internet was used to spread
runours whi ch were untrue,” he said, referring to the recent runours about
riots inthe city.

He said this facility would al so hel p overcone t he previ ous probl em of
provi di ng newspapers to students abroad, and Ml aysi ans abroad woul d f eel
| ess isolated if they had news from hone.

MetroVi si on managi ng director Sabri A. Rahman sai d MetroVi si on was
working with three | ocal public universities to provide distance | earning
programmes soneti me next year.
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