13/ 10/ 1998
Mal aysia to step up trade, diplomatic ties with Swazil and

Ei r mal asar e Bani

MALAYSI A and Swazi | and have agreed to strengthen bilateral ties, in both
trade and di pl omatic affairs, through the inpl enentati on of exchange
progranmes, Foreign M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi says.

He said Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mbhamad has agreed to the
Gover nnment of fering vari ous progranmes, including adm ni stration and
devel oprment courses, to Swazil and officials as requested by the south
African country.

"Al t hough trade between Mal aysia and Swaziland is very small, it has
good potential to be enhanced,"” Abdullah told reporters after a neeting
bet ween Dr Mahathir and King Mswati |11 of Swaziland in Kual a Lunpur
yest er day.

Bilateral trade currently stands at only some RM3.2 mllion a year

So far, 25 Swazil and officials have been trained in the country under
progranmes covering such areas as cooperati on devel opnent, tax
admi ni stration, public admi nistration, health admi nistrati on and
broadcasting, the mnister said.

King Mswati |l is acconpani ed by his brother Prince Mahl aba, Foreign
Affairs and Trade M ni ster Al bert H N Shabangu, H gh Conmi ssioner to
Mal aysia Cifford S. Manba, | nvestnment Authority chairman Dr S.S. Nxumal o
and several businessmen on his six-day state visit to Ml aysi a.

Mal aysi an and Swazi | and busi nessmen wi || al so be provided with
opportunities to meet and | earn about each other during the visit,
Abdul | ah said, adding that there are currently no Mal aysian i nvestors in
Swazi | and.

After their nmeeting, King Mswati |11 and Dr Mahathir witnessed the
signing of two agreenments to step up trade, econonic, scientific,
techni cal and cul tural cooperation between the two countries. Abdul | ah
represent ed Mal aysi a and hi s count er part Shabangu si gned for Swazi | and.

Wsma Putra will be sending nore brochures and i nformation on the
courses offered by the National Institute of Public Adm nistration
Mal aysi a and the Institute of D pl omacy and Foreign Relations to
Swazi | and, Abdul | ah sai d.

"Ml aysi a may be facing an econom ¢ sl owdown but that does not stop us
fromincreasing trade with newpartners and i nproving relations with the
exi sting ones,"” he said.

This strategy has earned the country a RM32.4 billion trade surplus in
the first eight nonths of the year, which neans t he manufacturing i ndustry
remai ns robust and workers will not be laid off, the mnister said.

It is therefore inportant that Mal aysi an busi nessmen support these
efforts so that the country's econony will recover faster, he added.

"Conpani es can now be nore acti ve as chances getting | oans are better
than a few nmont hs back when the economic situation was at a critica
stage. "

Fixing the ringgit at 3.80 to the US dollar has al so neant that
busi nessnen and i nvestors can budget and plan with greater certainty,
Abdul | ah sai d.
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