05/ 03/ 1998
Mal aysi a, US vowto hel p I ndonesi a overcone crisis

Kang Si ew Li
MALAYSI A and t he US yesterday pl edged to continue to | end support to
I ndonesi a to overcone economic difficulties.

The two countries recogni sed the i nportance of extending cooperation to
I ndonesi a, especially tothe republic's | eaders, in hel ping themtackle
t he econom c probl ens.

Foreign M nister Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah Ahmad Badawi and visiting US
Assi stant Secretary of State for East Asian and Pacific Affairs Stanl ey
Rot h reached this agreenent during their hour-long neeting in Kual a
Lunpur .

"Mal aysia and the USw || assist Indonesiain our own ways," he told
reporters after the nmeeting.

He al so briefed Roth on the frequent contacts between Prine M nister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad and | ndonesi an Presi dent Suharto as wel |l as
mnisters of the two countries.

Roth is in Malaysia for a private visit where he al so met Deputy Prinme
M ni ster and Fi nance M ni ster Datuk Seri Anwar | brahim He had earlier
acconpani ed US President Bill Cinton's special envoy, former US vice-
presi dent Walter Mondal e, who was i n I ndonesi a to convey to President
Suhart o of US concerns over the deteriorating situationin the republic.

Abdul | ah al so said that Malaysia will cooperate with whoever is chosen
by the I ndonesi an people to | ead the country. President Suharto has been
nom nat ed for a seventh consecutive term w th Research and Technol ogy
M nister B J Habibie as his vice-presidential running mate.

Abdul I ah told Roth that Mal aysia and | ndonesia will continue to consult
each ot her, and exchange views and i nformati on on a range of issues.

Rot h was al so i nformed of the Association of South-East Asian Nations'
(Asean) determination to see the region maintain stability and peace.

"Asean know that this is inportant if it wants to see the region's
econom es, particularly those facing financial probl ens, recover," he
added.

Bot h Abdul I ah and Rot h al so di scussed t he i mpendi ng el ection in Canbodi a
whi ch has been schedul ed for July 26.

Abdul | ah expressed hope that the el ection, which was cal | ed for under
the 1991 Paris Accord, will be conducted in a fair and denocratic manner.

"Most inportantly, it nust be credible,” he said.

He al so said that a meeting will be held in Manila by "Friends of
Canbodi a" (the five permanent nenbers of the Security Council and
signatories of the Paris Peace Accord) including the three representatives
fromthe Asean "troi ka", namely the foreign mnisters of |Indonesia,

Thai | and and t he Philippines, to di scuss the Canbodi an situation.

Abdul | ah and Roth al so di scussed the situation in Myanmar, where Roth
said that the US hopes to see changes in the country.

Abdul | ah expl ai ned to the American di pl omat that Asean will continue its
constructive engagenent policy with Myanmar as it is already a nenber of
Asean.

Bernanma reports: US President Bill Cinton has recogni sed the excel |l ent
bi | ateral cooperation and coordinati on between t he US and Mal aysi a over
the past year in conbating international narcotics.

Clinton, inthe International Narcotics Control Strategy Report issued
to Congress on February 26, noted that the Mal aysi an Gover nnent has gi ven
high priority to the war agai nst dadah, a statement fromthe US Enbassy in



Kual a Lunpur sai d yesterday.

The President al so noted that the two countries have conducted joint | aw
enf orcenent and dermand reducti on trai ni ng programes that strengthened t he
ef fectiveness of bilateral and regional efforts to stemdadah trafficking
and abuse, said the statenent.

It said the report al so described the effective bilateral cooperation
bet ween US and Mal aysi a | aw enf orcenent agencies in 1997.

The report stated that top Mal aysi an | eaders including Prinme M nister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad ... "have made conbati ng dadah one of
Mal aysia's top priorities and that cooperation with the US on conbati ng
trafficking has been excellent."
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