18/ 06/ 1998

Mal aysi a to host international AlDS conference

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed.- The Fifth International Congress on AIDS in Asia and
the Pacific will be held here fromCct 23 to 27 next year, Ml aysian Al DS
Counci | president Datin Paduka Marina Mahathir said today.

Marina said MAC, the first non-governnental organisation to organise the
congress, planned to provide the public with as nuch access as possible to
i nformation generated at the congress.

"We also intend to invite people involved in the prevention activities
intherural areas to share their experiences with the participants.”

Mari na was speaking to reporters after the | aunchi ng cerenony of the
congress' official |ogo by the Datuk Bandar of Kual a Lunpur Tan Sri
Kanmar uzzaman Shariff.

The congress i s ai ned at advanci ng communi cati on and col | aborati on anbng
Asi a-Pacific countries in tackling Al DS.

Being the I ast major AIDS event to be held in this region for this
mllennium it will be thened "The Next M I I ennium Taking Stock and
Movi ng Forward. "

Marina said Mal aysia would al so be the first Islamc country to host the
event, a nmlestone in AIDS prevention efforts.

The congress i s expected to attract about 3,000 del egat es conpri si ng
medi cal experts, scientists, social researchers, commnity workers and
governnent officials worldw de.

The five-day congress will include a series of plenary and ora
sessions, lectures, skills-building workshops as well as satellite
synposi a i nvol ving gl obal vi deo conferenci ng sessions.

At the |l ogo | aunchi ng cerenony, Kamaruzzaman said the City Hall will
provi de the | ogi stic support, especially in pronotingthe event |ocally.

The official logo is synbolised by two juxtaposing red ribbons, one
conpl eted and the other is set in a fuzzy profile.

The compl et ed ri bbon represents efforts nade in the fight agai nst Al DS
whil e the other signifies future conmitnents towards Al DS awar eness and
prevention.
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