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MALAYSI A WANTS US-1 RAQ CRI SIS TO BE RESOLVED THROUGH NEGOTI ATl ONS

By: E. Sivabal an

KUALA LUMPUR, June 30 (Bernanmm) -- Malaysia wants the crisis between
the United States and Iraq over Baghdad's refusal to all ow weapons
i nspectors into the country to be resol ved t hrough negotiati ons and not
through mlitary action.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said today the best way
to resolve the crisis was still through negoti ati ons.

"I hope this matter will be settled through diplomacy," he told
reporters at his Hari Raya open house at Sri Perdana here.

He said this when asked to comment on the stand-off between the United
States and Iraq with Washington warning that it would take nmilitary action
against lraq if Baghdad disall owed the inspection of dangerous weapons to
conti nue.

The Russian and French | eaders as well as United Nations
Secretary- General Kofi Annan al so want the crisis to be resol ved through
di pl omacy.

Dr Mahathir al so wel comed Russia's nove to bring the United States and
Irag to the conference table in an effort to diffuse the crisis.

Russia sent its Deputy Foreign M nister Viktor Posuval yuk to Iraq
recently with a letter fromPresident Boris Yeltsin for President Saddam
Hussei n.

Dr Mahathir said if the United States proceeded with its plan to take
mlitary action against lraqg, many innocent |ives would be |ost.

"If Iraq is bonbed, it is unlikely that innocent people will not be
killed. It is inpossible for others not to be hit, even how accurate the
target was."

"They cannot rel ease the bonb exactly on target. Usually others al so
will beconme victins," the Prinme Mnister said when commenting on
Washi ngton's warning to Baghdad that American fighter planes would bonb
areas in Iraq suspected to have dangerous weapons.

US Secretary of State Madel eine Al bright was reported to have said that
Washi ngton was ready to launch unilateral mlitary action w thout the
support of the international comunity to ensure the end of Iraq's
bi ol ogi cal, chem cal and nucl ear weapons progranme.

In Paris today, Albright was reported to have said attenpts to resolve
the crisis diplomatically were "all but exhausted” and the tine was fast
approaching to take fundanental decisions on Iraq.

The Prime Mnister was al so asked if the U S. was inmposing its will on
the UN to take action against Iraq

Dr Mahathir said the Al bright statenent did not reflect the spirit of
joint action along with other countries. -- BERNAVA
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