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By: ROSLI WATY RAMLY

KUALA LUMPUR: A former Ml aysi an cabi net mini ster and about 30 nmenbers
of foreign mssions -- including 10 anbassadors and hi gh conmi si oners --
here will take part in a three-day international workshop on national unity
to be opened by Deputy Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Anwar | brahi mon Thursday.

The wor kshop t hemed "Mt ual Understandi ng and Conflict Resolution” is
bei ng organi sed by the National Unity Departnent at the request of the
United Nations Children's Fund (UN CEF).

The departnent's Director-General, Wan Yacob Hassan, said UN CEF was
"so i npressed” with Mal aysi a's standard of national unity that they felt it
was nost appropriate that such a workshop be held here.

He said 200 peopl e, including 50 foreign participants, will be
attendi ng t he wor kshop which is divided into two sessions.

The first will see the tabling of two mai n papers entitled "National
Unity: Mal aysia's Experience" and "d obal Partnership For Peace I n The Next
MIlennium" by forner foreign mnister Tan Sri Muhammad Ghazal i Shafie and
the Director of the Centre for Civilisational D al ogue, University of
Mal aya, Prof Chandra Muzaffar, respectively.

Seven additional papers, prepared by the two speakers, will also be
circul ated. They i ncl ude papers on "d obal i sati on and Nati on Bui | di ng:
Lessons Fromthe Past" and "Conflict Resolution - The Ml aysi an
Experi ence. "

The second sessi on see the di scussi on and exchange of experience on
national unity by participating countries. Five sectors have been
identifiedandrepresentatives fromthree countries will discuss their
respective experiences. Anmong themw || be South African H gh Comn ssi oner
Ck Maite Em |y Mhal e, Cuban Anbassador Ci k Teserita Jesus Fernandez, and
I ndi an H gh Conmi si oner, P.S. Sahai .

Anong t he subj ects to be di scussed will be "Managi ng Hunan Resour ces
Towar ds A Cyber Society," "Preparing Soci ety For The Next M| I enni un and
"Religious And Cultural Values: Hallmark O A Better Society.

Ei ght een nenbers of Parlianent and | eaders of Bosni a- Her zegovi na and
two representatives fromCanbodia will al so be present.

Wan Yacob sai d Bosni a- Her zegovi na participants will be attending three
consecuti ve progranmmres under the Speci al Progranme for Renewal of Raci al
Rel ations as a followup to the discussion between the Co-Chairman of
Bosni a's Council of Mnisters and Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir
Mohamad on Aug 11 | ast year.

The ot her two progranmes are the "ForumFor Reconciliationin
Bosni a- Her zegovi na, " organi sed by the Institute for Strategi c and
International Studies (ISIS) fromAug 23 to 26, and a study-tour, arranged
by the departnment fromAug 30 to Sept 8.

Wan Yacob said during the tour, representatives will attend briefings
on the systemof general el ections, cooperation anong political parties and
wi Il witness National Day cel ebrations in Pul au Pi nang.

"Hopefully, with the visit and exchange of experience at the workshop,
participants will | ook upon Mal aysi a as a nodel for pronoting national
unity intheir respective countries," said Wan Yacob. - BERNAMA
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