20/ 10/ 1998

Mal aysi ans cel ebrate Deepavali in unity

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - Deepavali, the Festival of Lights, was today
celebrated by all Ml aysians with unity as its resoundi ng t hene.

Many i ncludi ng di pl omats who were nmet at the open house circuit were
i mpressed by the nulti-ethnic cromd at these pl aces.

Inthis context, the experience of Indian H gh Conm ssioner Paranjit S.
Sahai is worth recounting.

When Sahai arrived here three years ago, Deepavali was just around the
corner.

"When | | anded at the airport, | saw Deepavali signs which you don't see
in many countries," he said at a Deepavali open house hosted by MC
presi dent Datuk Seri S. Sany Vel l u.

In India, Deepavali is celebrated in the religious context.

Japan' s Anbassador to Mal aysi a | ssei Nonura and hi s Ronmani an count er part
Eugen Popa al so had praises for the distinctive way whi ch Mal aysi ans
celebrated religious festivities.

To Sany Vel lu, Mal aysian unity is the thrust of this year's
cel ebrations. Others echoed his sentinent.

MCA president Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik, who | ed a bi g MCA ent our age
to Sany Vel lu's residence, said the practice of havi ng peopl e of different
races attendi ng the open house shoul d be further pronoted.

"I amvery pleased with this close bond and rel ati onshi p," he said.

Al so present were Umo secretary-general Datuk Sabbaruddi n Chi k and
Gerakan president Datuk Seri Dr LimKeng Yaik.

Acconpanying Dr Ling were his wife Datin Seri Ena Li ng, Human Resources
M ni ster Datuk LimAh Lek, Health M nister Datuk Chua Jui Meng, Housing
and Local Governnent M nister Datuk Dr Ti ng Chew Peh, Energy,

Tel econmuni cati ons and Posts Deputy M ni st er Dat uk Chan Kong Choy, Deputy
Home M ni ster Datuk Ong Ka Ting, Deputy Education Mnister Datuk Dr Fong
Chan Onn, Donestic Trade and Consumer Affairs parlianmentary secretary

Dat uk Tan Chai Ho and their w ves.

O hers present were Youth and Sports M nister Tan Sri Mihyi ddi n Yassi n,
Agriculture M nister Datuk Amar Dr Sul ai man Daud, M nister in the Prine
M ni ster's Departnent Datuk Abang Abu Bakar Miustapha, | nternational Trade
and I ndustry Deputy M ni ster Datuk Kerk Choo Ting and Deputy Home M ni ster
Dat uk Taj ol Rosli Ghazali .

Several DAP nenbers took the opportunity to gather signatures for the
"Pardon Li mGuan Eng" canpai gn.

However, the DAP menbers were politely asked to | eave by Sany Vel lu's
ai des when they saw t he group novi ng around asking visitors to pen their
si gnat ur es.

At the Gerakan open house, Dr Limsaid the party decided to cel ebrate on
a noderate scal e due to the economnic situation.

"I'n a nulti-racial society like ours, the open house concept i s one way
to bring Ml aysi ans toget her.

"W nmust renmin united and support efforts initiated by Prine Mni ster
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad in reviving the econony."

Enphasi si ng t he adage "united we stand, divided we fall", Dr Lim who is
also Primary I ndustries Mnister, said unity woul d hel p the nation recover
faster.

In Petaling Jaya, sone 5, 000 peopl e attended the open house held by MC
deputy president Datuk S. Subramani amat his residence.



Sone of whomwho arrived as early as 10amwere treated to vari ous | ocal
food such as thosai, roti canai, chicken curry and air batu canpur.

In I poh, State Consuner Affairs and Unity committee chairnman Datuk G
Raj oo hel d an open house.

Anong hi s guests were Raj a Puan Seri Noora Ashi ki n Raj a Abdul | ah, the
wi fe of Menteri Besar Tan Sri Ramli Ngah Talib, State Assenbl yman for Batu
Kurau Dat uk Raj a Ahnmad Zai nuddi n Raja Orar and State Assenbl yman for
Bunt ong Yi k Phooi Hong.

I n Johor Baru, Menteri Besar Datuk Abdul Ghani Gt hman and his wife Datin
Prof Dr Jamilah Ariffin were anong t hose who attended t he open house of
State M C chief Datuk K. S. Bal akri shnan at his residence in Bandar Baru
Uda.

About 20 i nmates fromt he Handi capped and Mental | y Ret arded Chil dren
Centre in Taman Mel odi es were anpong t he guests.

In Kluang, scores of visitors turned up for the Deepavali reception held
at the residence of Bandar Tenggara M C division chairman P. Krishnan in
Taman Per dana.

Among themwere State Wonen Affairs and Social Welfare Conmittee
chai rman Hal i mah Sadi que, Mengki bol State Assenbl yman Ng Ki mLai and Pal oh
Stat e Assenbl yman Chong Ah Owaon.

In Layang Layang, State TourismConmittee chairman Datuk Ji my Low was
anong t he guests at Sungai Benut M Cdivision chairman |. Krishnan's
resi dence in Jal an Tebu.

Meanwhi | e, shoppi ng conpl exes and hypermarkets i n Johor Baru were packed
with | ocal and Si ngaporean shoppers.

In Alor Star, Ml aysians of other races joined their Indian friends in
cel ebrati ng Deepaval i despite the unconpromn si ng weat her.

Indian traditional fares such as nuruku, |addu and omapodi served with a
choi ce of mutton and chicken curries, which have becone Ml aysi an
favourites, were eaten without any pronpting fromthe hosts.

One such host, N. Nai du, who received an unendi ng streamof friends from
early nmorning, had to repl enish the food very often as his guests really
enj oyed t he di shes.

The Hi ndu tenples in Jalan Stadi umand Jal an Putra were packed with
wor shi ppers who brought baskets of flowers and fruits as offerings.
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