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Mahat hi r - | ndonesi a
MALAYSI A TO PROVI DE BRI DG NG LOAN TO | NDONESI A

By: Harlina Sanmson

KUALA LUMPUR, May 3 (Bernama) -- Malaysia will provide a small bridging
loan to Indonesia while awaiting for the International Mpnetary Fund (I M)
to provide the bal ance of the US$43 billion rescue package to that country,
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad said today.

He said the amount was in addition to the US$1 billion which Ml aysia
gave | ndonesia | ast year.

"I ndonesi a needs sone hel p because the IMF is slow in channelling the
bal ance of its US$43 billion rescue package to Indonesia," he told Bernanma
after receiving I ndonesian Coordi nating M nister for Econony, Finance and
Industry Prof Dr G nandjar Kartasasmita at Sri Perdana, here.

"This is tenporary... to bridge the gap while waiting for the I M
financial assistance and upon receiving the | MF assistance, Indonesia wll
return the loan to us," he said.

Dr Mahat hir however did not disclose the anmount.

"Japan has given financial assistance to Indonesia and as there is a
shortfall, Indonesia has asked our hel p. Ml aysia cannot fulfil all but
only part of it," he said.

Meanwhi | e, G nandj ar said he was sent by President Suharto to see Dr
Mahat hir and i nform hi m of devel opnents in Indonesia and the refornms the
gover nnment was undert aki ng.

He al so expressed Indonesia's gratitude to the Ml aysi an gover nment for
its support and assistance in helping to ease his country's econonic
pr obl ens.

He said that during the 45-minute neeting with Dr Mahathir, the problem
of haze was al so di scussed.

"Di scussi ons covered contingency plans to battle the problem
especially during the forthcom ng Commonweal th Games here from Sept 11-21."

On the haze, Dr Mahathir said the Indonesian mnister in charge of
envi ronnment woul d be com ng here to further discuss the matter with his
Mal aysi an count er part.
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