18/ 07/ 1998

Mal aysi a-Eritrea pact paves way for better ties

MALAYSI A si gned an econoni ¢, scientific, technical and cul tural agreenent
with Eritrea yesterday, paving the way for greater co-operation with the
African country whi ch achi eved i ndependence five years ago.

The si gning cerenmony was wi tnessed by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad and visiting Eritrean President |saias Afwerki at the
Prime Mnister's Departnent in Kuala Lunpur.

Transport M nister Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik signed for Ml aysia
while Eritrea was represented by its Mnister of Transport and
Communi cati on, Salih Keki a.

Earlier, Dr Mahathir and Afwerki held a del egati on neeting which
di scussed areas to enhance econom ¢ and trade co-operation. Trade between
both countries | ast year stood at RML.1 million.

Briefing reporters after the neeting, Deputy Foreign M nister Datuk Dr
Leo M chael Toyad sai d Mal aysi a had expressed its willingness totrain
Eritrean officials.

Under the Sout h- South co-operation, Ml aysia has trai ned sorme 4, 000
officials fromvarious countries.

Toyad sai d both | eaders agreed on the i mportance of increasing ties and
expl ori ng busi ness opportunities, takinginto account the present econom c
difficulties in the region.

He added Afwerki had expressed a desire to | earn nore from Ml aysi a,
especially its econoni c devel opnent progranmes.

"He said Eritrea would li ke to see and |l earn the formul ae used by
Mal aysi a i n successfully devel opi ng the country,” Toyad sai d.

Af wer ki has invited Mal aysi an busi nessnen to invest in his country,
especially in the services industry.

Afwerki left for home tonight. Mnister inthe Prime Mnister's
Depart ment Dat uk Dr Abdul O hman, Toyad and several senior officials were
at the KL International Airport in Sepang to see himoff.

Prior to that, Afwerki had a farewel | audi ence with the Yang di-Pertuan
Agong, Tuanku Ja'afar, at |stana Negara.
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