18/ 03/ 1998
Mal acca Straits to get radar next week

Al ex Choong

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - The RMLOO nmillion radar systemto nonitor ships in
the Straits of Malacca will be comm ssioned by Prime M nister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hi r Mohamad next week.

Transport M nister Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik said the radar, to be
conmmi ssi oned on March 27, woul d i nprove traffic safety inthe Straits. This
woul d al so enabl e t he Mal aysi an authorities to nonitor vessels plying what
shi ppers say is the world's busi est waterway.

"The radar detects the nmovenent of each vessel and provides early
warni ng i f ships are heading on a col lision course," he told reporters
after opening a forumon "Proposed Legi sl ati on of Recreational Vessels in
Mal aysi a" organi sed by the Association of Marine |Industries of Ml aysia.

Dr Ling said mandatory reporting by ships could not be i npl enent ed yet
inthe Mal acca Straits although the International Maritime O ganisation
had approved it in principle.

The radar systemwoul d be manned by the Marine Departnment at Port Kl ang
and Kukup in Johor. It requires all ships passing through the Straits to
report to the nearest control centre.

Dr Ling said the IMOwould hold a conference i n May and nmandat ory
reporting by ships, as observed in several advanced countries woul d be
enforced in the straits six nonths after that.

An estimated 30, 000 shi ps, nostly cargo and contai ner carriers, use the
straits each year.

On transportation for the Comopnweal th Ganes i n Septenber, he said the
organi ser Sukom Ni nety-Ei ght expected a vol ume of nore than 90, 000 peopl e
during the opening and the cl osing.

The organi ser woul d be printing panphlets on the transport |ogistics for
the 17 sports venues.

A conprehensive plan on public transport for spectators has been worked
out .

Dr Ling al so said The country's long coastline and its nany attractive
i sl ands and sceni ¢ spots of fered trenmendous potential for marine tourism

"Thus, there is no need to go to Mauritius or the Great Barrier Reef. |
woul d al so suggest that those with recreati onal boats assist in pronoting
marine tourism"

Dr Li ng spoke of vast business opportunities, and said it could be a
maj or revenue earner.

He al so suggested greater enphasis on pronoting the cruise industry in
Asean.

Mal aysia has cruise terminals at Westport and i n Langkaw .

On t he proposed Mal aysi an Shi ppi ng Act, Dr Ling said this woul d ensure
such vessel s were regi stered under the "recreational vessel register".

He said a "certificate of registry" would be issued to the vessel owner.
This would identify the boat, tofacilitateits entry into any foreign
port. There are about 2,000 in the country.

"As we are still drafting the Act which enconpasses three existing
| egi sl ati ons - Merchant Shi ppi ng Ordi nance 1952, Sabah Mer chant Shi ppi ng
Ordi nance 1960 and Sar awak Merchant Shi ppi ng Ordi nance, the mnistry
wel cones feedback fromAM Mon this matter," he added.

AM M pr esi dent Datuk Ami n Shah Orar Shah said the forumwas to address
i ssues arising fromthe proposed | egi sl ati on whi ch woul d af fect the mari ne
| ei sure industry.



Hi s speech was delivered by AM M vi ce-presi dent Chuah Chuan Yong.
( END)
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