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MALAYSI A AGAI NST AIR STRIKES I N | RAQ SAYS MAHATHI R

HANO , Dec 17 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad said Malaysia is against the US-led air strikes on Iraq today as it
does not favour the use of force to settle any disputes.

"We don't think that there should be any use of force," he told
reporters after talks with his Singapore counterpart Goh Chok Tong here
t oday.

Dr Mahathir and Goh were here to attend the Sixth Asean Summit which
ended yest erday.

Dr Mahathir reiterated that Ml aysia is against the use of force of any
kind to settle problens or disputes.

"W have always held to that view, '
trip to Vietnam

"We don't think that there should be any use of force. W see force as
bei ng used nore for the interest of people who apply force, not because of
human rights violations,” Dr Mahathir said.

He was commenting on the air attacks which the United States and
Britain | aunched against Iraq for failing to conply with a United Nations
resol uti on on chem cal weapons inspections.

Dr Mahathir said people in Kosovo were being killed "but we don't see
any application of the sane kind of force".

He said in lrag's case, its neighbours have not asked that Iraq should
be attacked.

He said there were other nore serious breaches of |aw where action
shoul d be taken.

Irag was hit by cruise mssiles and other bonbs early today, a day
before the US House of Representatives was due to begin debating whether to
i npeach President Bill Cinton over the Mnica Lew nsky sex scandal

The raids foll owed evacuati on of UN weapons inspectors from Baghdad
after they accused Iraq of ceasing cooperation

The US had reportedly depl oyed nore than 200 aircraft and 20 war shi ps,
i ncluding 15 B-52 bonbers, to the @Qulf region carrying with them nore than
400 cruise mssiles and ot her bonbs.

In KUALA LUMPUR, Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnmad Badaw
condemmed the unilateral military strikes against Iraq.

"This violates the principle of peaceful settlenment of disputes and the
Charter of the United Nations," he said in a statenment rel eased by Wsma
Putra.

Abdul | ah said the unilateral action on Iraq has set a dangerous
precedent and Ml aysi a urged nmenber countries of the Non-Aligned Myvenent
(NAM and the Organisation of Islamc Conference (OC) to oppose in the
strongest manner this action by the U S

"Ml aysi a counsel s di al ogue and consultation which is essential to
maintain the credibility of the United Nations process to nmonitor lraq' s
di sar manent programre. Mal aysia sees no justification for the mlitary
action which constitutes an aggressi on against Iragq and which has al so
underm ned the nmandate of the UN Security Council,"” he said.

An energency session of the UN Security Council should be convened
i mediately to discuss the situation and to bring a stop to the mlitary
action against lrag, he said.

"Iraq on its part must also ensure full conpliance with UN Security
Council resolutions. The eight-year-old sanctions have al ready exacted an

he said at the end of his four-day



excessive toll on Irag and its people and, in this regard, the latest US
mlitary strikes are totally ill-conceived. They only further underm ne
peace and security in the region

"Force cannot be used as a neans to deal with international disputes
except where aggression has been conmtted or where massacres have been
perpetrated as in Kosovo and Bosni a- Her zegovi na, " he sai d.

Mal aysia urged the US and Britain to cease forthwith their mlitary
action against Irag.

Def ence M nister Datuk Seri Syed Hamid Al bar said a show of mlitary
m ght was not the answer to resolving the UN stand-off with Iraq.

"(They) have to settle it through negotiations and we al ways nai ntain
that mlitary invol vement would not do rmuch good but would only victin se
i nnocent people who have nothing to do at all with the conflict,” he told
reporters at Parlianment House | obby.

Asked whether the air strikes were Cinton's attenpt at diverting world
attention fromhis sex scandal, Syed Hamid said: "Even if we have to divert
attention frominternal problens, it should not bring nmiseries to other
nations."

The Gerakan al so strongly condemmed the US strikes on lraqg, saying they
were carried out totally based on the report of one person, Richard Butler
chief of the UN weapons inspection team

"The US has taken one too many thensel ves, they should be condemed for
taking this unilateral action in order to attack a defencel ess country,"
said party president Datuk Seri Dr Lim Keng Yaik.

Lim who is Primary Industries Mnister, said the UN Security Counci
should call for a nmeeting to censure the US action

"Qtherwi se, we mght as well disband the UN Security Council and the UN
Ceneral Assenbly and let the United States rule the world," he said.

He said the air strikes against Irag were deplorable and that no
country shoul d accept the m suse of brutal force which underm ned the role
of the United Nations.

Asked if he thought Cdinton was trying to divert attention fromhis
i npeachnent proceedi ngs, Limsaid: "Watever it is, the world can draw one
conclusion that the President of the USis using others to divert attention
fromhis own problem"”

"If it is true it is a very fiendish act which brings the politics of
the US into gutter politics.™

Qpposition parties also joined in the protest against the bonbing of
I raqg.

DAP secretary-general and Opposition Leader LimKit Siang said the nove
was a cynical use of force by dinton to save his presidency from
i npeachnent by the US House of Representatives.

The nove was unacceptable as the air strikes took place when the UN
Security Council was hol ding an energency neeting to discuss the report by
Butler, he said.

"I'n bombing Irag when the UN Security Council was in an energency
meeting on the Iraq crisis, the United States governnent has shown not only
utter contenpt for the world body but is guilty of a blatant pursuit of the
personal agenda of the United States President in conplete disregard of
i nternational opinion and nust be deplored by the international comunity,"”
he said in a statenent.

Parti Rakyat Ml aysia (PRM) said the tinming of the air strikes was
guestionable in view of the inpending i npeachment proceedi ngs agai nst
Cinton

"Now, owing to this mlitary devel opnent, it has been put on hold,"
said PRM president Dr Syed Husin Ali.

Non- gover nnent al organi sati ons (NGOs) al so condemmed the US and Britain



for the air strikes.

Suara Rakyat Mal aysia (Suaram) urged all peace-loving nations to
pressure the International Court to prosecute the US and Britain for the
"gross crimnal act" against the people of Iraq.

"The actions by the US and Britain have gone beyond any rational and
humani tari an reasons. Iraq should not be nmade a victimnerely to cover up
Cinton's political future or his sexual habits,” said its coordinator
S. Arut chel van

The Mal aysi an Soci ol ogi cal Research Institute (MSRI) said: "It does not
take a hero to hit a largely unprotected civilian popul ation. The price of
America's hostility to the Iragi people as an agent of Israel? - has been
the death of hundreds of thousands of Iraqgi kids," it said.

Umo Youth also slammed the US for the attack, noting that it had conme
at a tinme when Cinton was grappling with his personal problens.

It only showed that there was no bal ance of power in this world and big
and arrogant powers like the US could resort to indiscrimnate mlitary
action, its acting chief Datuk H shanmmuddi n Tun Hussein told reporters in
Kual a Lunpur.

H shanmudi n, who is Deputy Primary Industries Mnister, said Umo
Youth's condemation of the US did not nmean that it supported everything
Iraq did.

In KANGAR, Perlis Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Shahi dan Kassimlikened the
US action to that of a coward.

I rag had been inpoverished by the UN econonic sanctions and the US
exploited this to tranple on a small country, he said in a statenent.

He called on Muslins to pray for the safety of the innocent people in
I raqg.

I n RANTAU PANJANG, M nister in the Prime Mnister's Departnent Datuk Dr
Abdul Hamid Ot hman said the attack had caused suffering anmong the Iraq
popul ati on.

He said the US-led attack was agai nst humanity and denocracy.

"I'n a denocracy, whatever crisis should be resol ved through
negoti ati ons and not through violence," he said after visiting government
staff on duty at the Mal aysi an-Thai border

Umo Youth International Bureau secretary Mistapha Yaakub al so
condemmed the attack, saying Cinton was trying to divert attention from
i npeachnent proceedi ngs agai nst him

"The Umo Youth International Bureau urges all Islam c countries to
voi ce their strong objection to the attack,"” said Mistapha who acconpani ed
Abdul Hamid on the visit.
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