31/ 07/ 1998

“Mal aysi a rejected interi marrangenents'

SI NGAPORE yest erday said Mal aysia has rejected the interimarrangenments
that the republic had offered to Mal aysian I nmmgration at the Wodl ands
Trai n Checkpoi nt (WCP)

Its Mnistry of Honme Affairs, in a statenent rel eased | ast night, said
Mal aysi a, "abruptly ended” the July 28 talks to resolve the probl ens over
railway travel procedures.

If Malaysian Inmgration insists on executing their duties at Tanjung
Pagar railway station after July 31 1998, this would i nconveni ence rai
passengers.

Singapore will nove its Immigration and Quarantine Checkpoint (1CQ from
the Tanjong Pagar railway station in central Singapore to a new checkpoi nt
at Woodl ands on August 1 1998.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanad had on Monday said that
Mal aysi a woul d not nmove its checkpoint to Wodl ands.

The statenment said the Malaysian Immgration will cease to have any
authority to performtheir functions at Tanjong Pagar once Singapore
Immigration is no | onger present to lend themtheir authority.

"Mal aysi an I mmigration officers performng immgration functions at
Tanj ong Pagar will be acting without | egal authority and contrary to the
proper sequence of inmgration clearance.

"Al'l imrigration endorsenents nmade by them on Singapore passports at
Tanj ong Pagar will be unauthorised and inproper,"” it said.

Accordi ngly, questions of serious irregularity in the passport wll
ari se under Singapore | aw

As the sequence of immgration clearance in the passport will be
contrary to international practice, foreign national passengers exiting
from Si ngapore with such unaut horised and i nproper endorsements on their
passports may face difficulties at Singapore Immgration checkpoints.

It said, however, travellers entering Singapore by rail fromJohor Baru
will not be affected as they will follow the correct order of inmgration
cl ear ance.

"(July 28) tal ks broke down because, notw t hstandi ng understandi ngs t hat
had been reached between Si ngapore Foreign Mnister Prof S. Jayakumar and
the Mal aysia Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Abdull ah Ahnmad Badawi during the
31st Asean Mnisterial Meeting in Manila on July 25, Ml aysian officials
i nsisted that Mal aysian I nmgration should be | ocated inside the buil ding
at WICP

"If this was not possible, they said that Ml aysian | nmgration would
remai n at Tanjong Pagar railway station," it said.

Bernanma reports: Malaysia will announce today details on the deadl ock in
a di spute with Singapore over the Mal aysian imm gration checkpoint at the
Tanj ung Pagar railway station in Singapore, senior officials said
yest er day.

Foreign Mnistry Secretary-General Datuk Abdul Kadir Mhamad will revea
the details behind Malaysia's decision to naintain the checkpoint at the
Tanj ung Pagar railway station that is owned by KTM Bhd.

Abdul Kadir is scheduled to hold a news briefing in the afternoon.
Before this, he was attending the Asean M nisterial Meeting (AMM which
ended in Manil a yesterday.

"A statement will be issued during the briefing," said an official.
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