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“Mal aysi a a nodel of religious tol erance

Hani zah Hashi m

KUALA LUVPUR, Mon. - The Mal aysi a- Eur opean Uni on Joi nt Sem nar: Europe and
The Islamc Wrld to be opened by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad on March 24 will showcase Mal aysia as a role nodel for other
countries.

The Net herl ands Anbassador to Mal aysia, Theo Arnold, said as a role
nmodel , Mal aysia could put forth the inportant nessage that religious
tol erance was the key to success.

He said being a Muslimcountry, Ml aysia could be proud that it had been
hi ghly successful due to the cl ose co-operation anpong its ethnic groups.

"The uni queness of this country is its multi-ethnic society. Very few
countries have this to offer," he added.

The two-day senminar is organised by the Institute of Islanmic
Under st andi ng Mal aysia and the Oxford Centre for Islamc Studies and
supported by the EU

The New Straits Tinmes is the official newspaper for the event.

In an interview, Arnold said he and several Anbassadors residing in
Kual a Lunpur cane up with the idea for the seminar in 1995 as they felt
there were m sconceptions in Ml aysi a about Europe and |Islam

"Europe was often represented as being hostile towards Islamas a
religion and al so towards Musliminmgrants in Europe.

"At the sane tine, we felt there were a |l ot of nmisconceptions in Europe
on Islamand its role in devel opnent. The seminar will provide a bridge
for both sides to beconme nore understanding and work for a better world."

Wdely travelled Arnold, who is in his fifth year as anbassador to
Mal aysia, said: "I have | earned over the years that all religions preach
t he sane basic val ues.

"All faiths preach tolerance towards other religions as a way to live in
har mony and prosper in peace on this planet. Only through a liberal
attitude can we hope for better understanding."

Muslims in the Netherlands nmake up about four per cent or 600,000 of its
15.6 mllion population. The Miuslins are nostly nmigrant workers and
ref ugees from Tur key, Morocco, Surinam and Bosni a.

The Dutch constitution provides for freedomof religion and there are
over 300 nmosques in the Netherl ands.

He said the image of Muslins as poor and violent was difficult to renedy
but religious extrem sm even anong Christian sects, was somnet hi ng
Eur opeans coul d not under st and.

"W should grow towards a situation of tolerance within our own
religions and anong religions," Arnold added.
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