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CHRETI EN | MPRESSED W TH MALAYSI A'' S ECONOM C DEVT

By: Mohd Ri zal Razalli

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 18 (Bernama) -- Canadian prime mnister Jean Chretien
said he was inpressed with Malaysia for its infrastructure which is in
keeping with its econom c devel oprent .

He said it was not wong for a country to progress within a short
period provided it has strong quality fundanentals.

For instance, he said Mal aysia had becone a devel opi ng country wthin
10 years and is now a conpetitor in many industrial and economic fields.

"I know they (Ml aysians) are working very hard for that" he told a
press conference after the end of the Apec Leaders' Summit here.

Al t hough Chretien did not hold a bilateral nmeeting with Prime Mnister
Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad while here, the Canadian | eader said he
managed to speak to Dr Mahathir to express his concern for the latter's
former deputy, Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim

Chretien said he was satisfied by Dr Mahathir's remarks that Anwar
woul d be given a fair trial

Referring to the sunmmt today, he said it was a generally good | eaders
nmeeti ng.

He al so spoke of Canada's enthusiasmfor the trade liberalisation
process introduced at |last year's Apec sunmit in Vancouver.

"But sone menber economies at this year's Apec summit found it not the
time yet (to liberalise certain sectors under the Early Voluntary Sectora
Li beral i sati on package),"” he said.

Wth the issue nowreferred to the Wrld Trade O gani sation, Chretien
hoped that there woul d be gl obal progress.

The Canadi an | eader al so said Canada strongly believed that the Apec
goal of trade liberalisation and its targets woud not be affected even when
tariff cuts under the EVSL were referred to the WO

The liberalisation targets for Apec devel oped and devel opi ng countries

at 2010 and 2020 respectively would still remain, he said.

"We are pushing to nove faster. The trade |iberalisation would have
gone faster but it is still nmoving in the right direction with the sane
goal ," he said.

Chretien said there was a | ot of discussion anong Apec | eaders on the
adverse effects of currency specul ators and hedge funds.

He believed that the | eaders woul d address the situation when they
returned hone. -- BERNAMA
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