18 OCT 1998

MALAYSI A NEEDS DR MAHATHI R TO MAI NTAIN RACI AL UNI TY- HAM D

TANAH MERAH, Kel antan, Cct 18 (Bernama) -- Ml aysia still needs the
| eadership of Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir to ensure racial unity
in the country, Mnister in the Prime Mnister's Departnment Datuk Dr Abdul
Ham d O hrman sai d today.

Dr Mahathir's continued | eadership of the country was al so necessary to
revive the econony and retain the understandi ng anong conponent parties of
the ruling Barisan Nasional, he said.

"The Prime Mnister cannot desert the country now and his wi de
experience is very necessary,"” he said after presiding at an information
canpai gn organi sed by the Tanah Merah Umo Di vi sion.

On the suggestion by former Deputy Prine Mnister Tun Ghafar Baba that
t he post of Umo deputy president be abolished and instead the nunber of
el ected vice president posts be increased to five fromthe present three,
Abdul Ham d said a study would have to be nade to study its pros and cons.

He said Tun Chafar was naking the proposal fromhis |ong experience in
umo.
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