15 JAN 1998
Mahat hi r - Conf er ence
MALAYSI A TO HOST GLOBAL KNOWN.EDGE CONFERENCE NEXT YEAR

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 15 (Bernanma) -- Malaysia will host the second Wrld
Bank Conference on d obal Know edge next year, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad sai d today.

Speaki ng at a news conference after chairing the sixth neeting of the
Nati onal Information Technol ogy Council (NITC) at the Prinme Mnister's
Departnment here, Dr Mahathir said the governnent had agreed to host the
bi enni al conference which was initiated by the Wrld Bank in Toronto | ast
year.

VWhen asked to el aborate on the conference, M nbs Bhd president and
chi ef executive officer Datuk Tengku Dr Mohamed Azzman Shariffadeen said it
was a new conference series initiated by the Wrld Bank because of the
changi ng econom c, social and political structure of the world driven by
t he know edge paradi gm

"They wanted a devel opi ng country to host the next event and that's why
Mal aysi a was consi dered and because of our prom nence in the NMC
(Mul timedia Super Corridor) initiative, Malaysia is seen to be an
appropriate country. So we have taken up that challenge,” said Tengku Dr
Mohamed Azzman, who is al so the permanent secretary of the 21-nenmber N TC

He said the key issue at the first conference in Toronto | ast June was
that proper access and equity were vital in order to have a stable world.

On the progress of the MSC, Dr Mahathir, who is also the NI TC chairman,
said the 15x50 km cyber zone | ocated south of Kuala Lunmpur would not be
affected by the current austerity neasures taken by the government.

"What we are putting inis nerely the infrastructure and basic
facilities while the rest will be the investnment on the part of those
people who will take up a stake in the MSC," he said.

The Prime Mnister said 17 of the 41 MSC s International Advisory Pane
(I'AP) had so far confirned their participation in the panel's next neeting
here next nonth.

He said the small attendance at the panel's neeting since its formation
| ast year did not nean that they have lost interest or not functioning as
advi sers.

"We don't expect everybody to attend. You nust remenber that the AP is
a very big panel. At any one tinme we cannot have the whole lot of themto
attend and that is quite nornal

"But they do cone to see ne. Even those who did not attend the last |AP
meeting in California...subsequently they cane to see ne and we have a | ong
session to hear their vews on the MSC " he said.

Dr Mahathir said that Mcrosoft chairman and chief executive officer
Bill Gates will not attend the | AP neeting next nmonth but will nmeet himin
March. -- BERNAVA
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