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Mal aysia has right qualities to attract foreign i nvest nent

Mari na Enmanuel

MALAYSI A" S adherence to copyright | ans and t he hi gh degree of technical
know how anong its research and devel opnent wor kforce are i ncentives for
foreign entrepreneurs to invest in the country, a Lebanese inventor said
on Thur sday.

Pat hs SAL O fshore general manager Paul Murani said the Government's
seriousness and efficiency in handling newprojects inspired confidencein
inventors that their products woul d be protected i n Mal aysi a.

Mourani, who i s the inventor of a new product whose patent application
i s pending with the United KingdomPatent Ofice currently, expressed his
confidence that Penang-based NR Labs (M Sdn Bhd was wel | -positioned and
equi pped with the necessary resources to deliver his product, which was
due for launching in My.

The ori gi nal design manufacturing el ectronics conpany NR Labs yest er day
signed a RMR5 nmillion contract with Paths SAL O fshore for the design
devel opment and nmanufacture of the el ectroni c device which woul d soon be
marketed i nternational ly.

Mour ani, who could only reveal that his product was "a conbi nati on or
nmor e of an organi ser and pet toy", said he had been working wi th NR Labs
over the past six nonths to turn his concept into reality.

"This project is a direct result of Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad' s visit to Lebanon | ast year and also reflects a
br eakt hrough i n Mal aysi a- Lebanon busi ness relations,"” he told reporters at
NR Labs' prenises at the Pelangi Industrial Zone in Prai, Penang.

Al so present was NR Labs executive director Ananda Kri shnan and t he
Penang Devel opnent Corporation's industrial and trade divi si on manager K
Gopal an.

Mourani said his product would be priced between US$15 (RVb8. 50) and
US$20 (RM78.00) woul d be exported to the United States and Europe for a
start.

"We will begin with an English | anguage version of this product, after
whi ch we hope to develop it in other |anguages for other markets."

Meanwhi | e, Ananda sai d since Mourani's product was export-oriented, it
represented anot her contribution to the nation's economi c recovery
efforts.

NR Labs, whi ch was set up | ast year was projecting revenues of RW/50, 000
fromwhich it hoped to plough seven per cent of its earnings to research
and devel opnent, Ananda added.
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