20/ 06/ 1998
Mal aysi ans nust no be dictated to by the West

il; Kamarul Yunus; Adeline Ong; Sreerenma Banoo; Shahriman Johari

MALAYSI ANS shoul d not allowthe country to be dictated to by the West.
They must have their own plans and take i nto consideration the various
cultures and traditions i n devel opi ng the country, Barisan Nasi onal and
Umo | eaders sai d yesterday.

Sharing Umo president and Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Moharmad' s aspiration that all Mal aysi ans shoul d work toget her to defend
the country's i ndependence, they said this is the only effective way for
the nation to emerge fromthe econom ¢ dol druns.

Umo vi ce-president Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi , who descri bed Dr
Mahat hir's speech as pragnatic and realistic, said the future of the
country lies in the hands of its own peopl e.

"The Mal aysi an situation is not a duplicate of any situation in any
ot her country. There shoul d be a Mal aysi an prescription for the Mal aysi an
situation, applicable in all areas - whether econonic, social or
strategic," he said.

Abdul | ah said Dr Mahathir is not calling for total rejection of foreign
i deas, and said that one shoul d be abl e to wei gh the good and bad aspects
of an idea. "Accept it if it is good. If there is a need to make
adj ustnents, do so," he advi sed.

MCA president and Transport M nister Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik said
Dr Mahat hir's speech at the openi ng of the Umo 52nd General Assenbly
yesterday was a cl ear nessage not only to Umo nenbers but everyone el se
as wel|.

Dr Mahat hir took great pains to explain what and why the currency
mani pul ators did and howit affected the econonmy, Dr Ling said.

He added that the Prime Mnister said if this continues, it will see
Mal aysia in the clutches of the International Mnetary Fund which wll
make demands of Malaysia just as it did with Indonesia and Thai |l and.

"W will slide back into history. W will | ose what the New Economi c
Policy (NEP) has given us ... ability, harnmony and prosperity ..
sonmet hing that all Mal aysi ans have to defend,” he told reporters after the
openi ng cer enony.

M C president Datuk Seri S. Samy Vel lu said the country shoul d conti nue
with the inmplenentation of the NEP as it is the only effective policy
whi ch has and will continue to unite the various races in the country.

"I feel that if we follow his advice, we will get out of the economc
probl emrs which we currently face,” he said.

Umo veteran Tan Sri Mustaffa Jabar said capitalists are trying to break
up the harnonious rel ati ons between races i n the country through the
econony.

"Peopl e in the country shoul d not be i nfluenced by external forces. W
do not want present econom c problens tolead to political instability. W
have to prevent this fromhappening," he said.

Parti Denokratik Sabah presi dent and Sabah Chief M nister Tan Sri
Ber nard Donpok urged all Ml aysians to unite and work together to resol ve
t he current econoni c probl ens.

"I feel that the call by the Prine Mnister for all Ml aysians to stand
and work together to face the problens in the country is very tinely," he
added.

The Governnent, he said, has to continue to take affirmati ve action to
assist the |l ess fortunate and ensure equal distribution of wealth anong



the various communiti es.

"I'f you look at all the efforts that are being done to restructure
soci ety and correct inbal ances anong t he vari ous conmmunities, thereis
certainly roomfor a certain anount of affirmative action.

"This (affirmative action) is needed to assist the |l ess fortunate and
ensure that the pie in Mal aysia is divided equitably anmong the vari ous
communi ties.

"I think thisis the policy that is well received by Ml aysi ans, " he
sai d.

Umo veteran and former deputy prine mnister Tan Sri Misa Hitamsaid
that at atine the country is faci ng econoni c probl enms, Ml aysi ans shoul d
stand uni ted and support the present | eadership.

"Intimes of difficulties, the | eadership of any country needs support
and it is good to hear the different sectors of the community in the
country express their support for the Prine Mnister.

"I believe that as far as Umo or the party's annual general assenbly is
concerned, there will be a show of support for the | eadership and Dr
Mahat hir hinself as the one who has to handle the problens that we are
faci ng now," he said, when asked how he vi ewed t he show of support for Dr
Mahat hir at the party's general assenbly.

"W have accepted the fact that the country is facing a crisis and that
in such a situation, the | eadershi p needs support. | amsure party nenbers
will giveit," he said.

Leaders al so comrented on cronyi sm saying that Dr Mahathir's statenent
onthe matter is a rem nder of the dangers of |abelling others.

Umo vi ce-presi dent Datuk Seri Mhd Najib Abdul Razak said the country
has "created | eaders in all areas, including the corporate field, who have
the ability and confi dence to nanage | arge corporations and enterprises"”.

Dr Ling said "crony" is not such a bad word in the Ml aysi an cont ext.
"Everybody has benefited ... | now hear everybody going around saying it."

He censured the Western nmedia for trying to divide and rul e Mal aysi ans.
"W will not allowthat," he said.

RHB chai rman Tan Sri Rashi d Hussai n said he does not see "cronyisni as a
cliche. "The party has its own struggl es and there are various definitions
of what cronyismis about."

Umo veteran and fornmer foreign mnister Tan Sri Ghazal i e Shafie said Dr
Mahat hir has given his interpretation of cronyismwhile others have
theirs. "I amnot saying whether | agree or disagree (with Dr Mahathir's
interpretation) ... | think he has a point."

Ger akan president Datuk Seri Dr Li mKeng Yai k said, "God hel p those who
are croni es because today they are the first to go bankrupt."

Umo vet eran Tengku Razal ei gh Hanzah said there are many ways to wei gh
cronyi smas "one definition does not fit one party and peopl e use the
definition for their own purpose.

"Definitions change all the tinme. | nyself believe that this is a small
matter. What is inportant is to find a solutionto the problem" he said.
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