23 JUL 1998
Abdul I ah- Thai
MALAYSI A AND THAI LAND AGREE TO HASTEN SCHOLARSHI P PROGRAMVE

MANI LA, July 23 (Bernama) -- Mal aysia and Thail and have agreed to speed
up the inplenentation of a schol arship programme for poor students with the
nmoney provi ded by conpani es involved in petrol eum and gas exploration in
their joint devel opnent area.

Foreign M nister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnmad Badawi said there was no
need in "dilly-dallying" as the noney for the progranme was avail abl e.

Mor eover, the students in the area in Southern Thailand were waiting
for the schol arships, he told reporters after a bilateral neeting w th Thai
Foreign Mnister Surin Pitsuwan at the Manila Hotel here today.

They are here for the Asean Mnisterial Meeting (AVMM to be opened by
Phi i ppi ne President Joseph Estrada tonorrow.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad and his Thai counterpart
Chuan Leekpai had during their nmeeting recently agreed on the need for the
programe, Abdul | ah sai d.

Abdul | ah said he and Surin had agreed on the agency to inplenent the
programe and would informtheir Prine Mnister.

He said they had discussed a nunber of things as a followup to the
nmeeti ng between Dr Mahathir and Chuan and were happy with the progress.

This included inter-state transportation that woul d encourage trade.

Surin also told Abdull ah about the situation in Canbodia as the Thai
mnister is a nmenber of the Asean troi ka handling the matter.

"He's hoping the election in Canbodia will be credible,” he said.

Abdul l ah told Surin that Ml aysia had sent an observer's team headed by
fornmer Asean Secretary-Ceneral Datuk Ajit Singh for the Canbodi an el ection.

- - BERNAMA

AZZ RM



	MALAYSIA AND THAILAND AGREE TO HASTEN SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAMME (Bernama 23/07/1998)

