22 APR 1998
Suri n- Fund
MALAYSI A AND THAI TO SET UP HUMAN RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT FUND

HAADYAI, April 22 (Bernama) -- Ml aysia and Thail and today agreed to
set up a human resource devel opnent a fund with an initial sumof 10
mllion baht (about RML million), Thai's Foreign Mnister Dr Surin Pitsuwan
sai d today.

He said the Ml aysi a-Thail and Joi nt Devel opnment Area Human Resource
Devel opnent Fund woul d provide financing to students to pursue studies in
Sci ence and Technol ogy as well as to help people in the region to tap
devel opnent opportunities in the southern Thailand and northern Ml aysi a
regi on.

He was speaking at a joint press conference with his Ml aysi an
counterpart Datuk Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi at a hotel here.

Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahatir Mhanmad and Thai Prinme M nister
Chuan Leekpai discussed the matter in their neeting earlier.

"The human resource devel opnent had never been di scussed at any
Mal aysi a- Thai l and bilateral forumor fora and today the two | eaders agreed
to set up a fund," said Abdul |l ah.

Dr Surin said all the four parties involved in the Joint Devel oprment
Area (JDA) - PTT (Petroleum Authority of Thailand), PTTEP (a subsidiary of
PTT for oil exploration and production), Triton (Thai's oil conpany) and
Petronas (Mal aysia's oil conpany) would contribute 2.5 mllion baht (about
RWVR50, 000) each to the fund.

PTT, PTTEP and Triton would contribute in cash while Petronas in kind
through training in the Petronas education framework, he said.

He said both | eaders also agreed to allocate some places in
uni versities for students using scholarship fromthe fund.

Bot h governemts woul d al so consider contributing to the fund which
woul d be admi ni stered by JDA, he said.

Dr Surin also said all issues pertaining to the Padang Besar border
denmarcati on had been resolved and the two | eaders and a nmenorandum on t hat
woul d be signed soon.

He said Chuan al so proposed the closing time of checkpoints at three
borders -- Padang Besar, Betong and Sadau -- be extented by both countries
to further enhance the novenent of people and goods.

Abdul | ah said Dr Mahathir had proposed the use of facility card in the
formof smart card for better border crossing.

Dr Mahathir also told Chuan that Singapore's Prinme Mnister Goh Chok
Tong had agreed in principle with the concept which could be extended
t hr oughout Asean regi on, he said.

Abdul | ah said Dr Mahat hir and Chuan al so agreed in principle to abolish
vol ume quota for the transportation of perishable goods from Thailand to
Si ngapor e t hrough Mal aysi a.

Under the existing agreement which was signed between Ml aysia and
Thailand in 1979, volune of goods is limted to 30,000 tonnes a year.

Thai Prinme Mnister, he said, agreed in principle for reciprocal
arrangenent not to inpose limt on the transportation of perishabl e goods
from Mal aysia to Myanmar, Laos and Canbodi a through Thailand in future.

A new agreenent would be outlined by the two countries soon, he said.

On the devel opnent of nechanismto settle trade account between the two
countries using their respective currencies, Abdullah said Dr Mahathir
want ed Finance M nisters of both countries to set up the nechani sm soon.

Abdul | ah said there was acceptance on the use of the Ringgit in sonme



areas along the Thai border.
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