18 APR 1998
LEAD Cr ossi ng- Openi ng
MALAYSI A AND SI NGAPORE HAVE BECOMVE CLOSER DUE TO FINANCIAL CRI SIS

JOHOR BAHARU, April 18 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad and his Singapore counterpart Goh Chok Tong today
officially opened the second crossing between the countries with both
| eaders declaring that bilateral ties had strengthened in the wake of the
regi onal financial crisis.

The two prine ministers signed a conmenorative plaque and jointly cut a
ri bbon at the md-point of the two-kilonetre bridge called the
Mal aysi a- Si ngapore Second Crossing that |inks Tanjung Kupang in Johor and
Tuas in Singapore.

Dr Mahathir said the econonmic turnoil affecting the Asean regi on has
brought Mal aysia and Si ngapore cl oser despite the recent hiccup in
rel ati ons between the two countries.

"I amvery heartened to note that the econom c turnoil that is
affecting the Asean region had, in fact, brought us closer together to
resol ve the probl ens besetting us," said Dr Mahathir.

Dr Mahathir said the second |ink would certainly enhance the
partnership between the two countries as well as play a pivotal role in
facilitating the econonmies and infrastructure devel opnent of both Singapore
and Mal aysi a.

"Indeed, | can say that this second crossing will literally act as the
bridge to carry our two countries into the 21st century," said Dr Mahathir.

&oh hailed the Iink as "a bridge to the future" that would open up new
areas for collaboration between the private sectors from both sides.

The Singapore Prem er backed Dr Mahathir's phil osophy that the two
countries would work towards realising the full potential of bilatera
rel ati ons based on the principle of "prosper thy nei ghbour".

Goh said the commtnment by the two countries to cooperate was all the
nore inportant during "these difficult tinmes where financial turbul ence has
buffeted the region.”

Referring to the depreciation of currencies and the drop in confidence
in the region's econom es, Goh said: "These shared pains show how i nterlink
our destiny is but the regional crisis has al so made us work even cl oser
together. As a result, we will energe stronger fromour tribulations."”

Goh said Singapore and Mal aysia have much in common and nuch to gain
from wor ki ng toget her although the regi onal economc crisis had nmade their
strides townvards the new mlleniuma bit nore tentative

He said the second crossing would play a significant part to facilitate
t he expansion of bilateral trade and investnent now that Ml aka, Negeri
Senbi | an and Pahang have joi ned the | ndonesi a- Mal aysi a- Si ngapore G ow h
Triangl e.

Dr Mahathir said frequent consultations and di scussions between the two
countries, especially on ways to resolve the economc turnmoil had nade
Mal aysi a and Si ngapore nore aware of the sensitivity and the problens faced
by the two nations.

He also reiterated that Malaysia valued its |inks with Singapore and
"has al ways regarded Si ngapore and Si ngaporean as friends."

"OfF nore inportance is the fact that it has nmade us nore aware of the
strength that both possess and how this can be harnessed for the benefit of
our people," he said.

"I therefore |look forward with great optim sm and confident to even
cl oser cooperation between us," he said.



He al so said that the bridge which took three years to construct was a
triunph for Asean as it denonstrated the success of two of its nenbers in
wor ki ng towards regi onal cooperation.

"For Mal aysia, the second crossing will provide new and i nportant |inks
in the national and regional highways systemand will enable it to act as a
catal yst in the devel opnent of an area which is very close to the consuner
mar ket and supporting facilities of Singapore.

"It will also help to open up new grow h areas around Johor Baharu and
towns further north and in the process will facilitate the relocation of
sel ected industries within the region,"” said the Prime Mnister.

Al so present at the cerenony were Johor Menteri Besar Datuk Abdul Ghani
O hman, Works Mnister Datuk Seri S.Sany Vellu, Information M nister Datuk
Seri Mohaned Rahmat, Defence Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Hamid Al bar and Youth
and Sports Mnister Tan Sri Mihyiddi n Yassin.

Si ngapore M nisters who attended the event were Mnister for National
Devel opnent Lim Hng Kiang, Mnister for Foreign Affairs and Law Prof
S. Jayakumar and M ni ster for Communi cati ons Mah Bow Tan.

Si ngapore built 0.3km of the crossing at a cost of S$600 mllion while
Mal aysia built the rest including a six-lane highway |inking the bridge to
to the North-South H ghway at a cost of RML.2 billion.

The second |ink was opened to traffic on Jan 2 and toll charges were
i nposed on March 17. -- BERNANA
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