29 MAY 1998
Mahat hi r - Nucl ear
MALAYSI A REGRETS PAKI STAN' S NUCLEAR TEST

KOTA BAHARU, May 29 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad said today that the nove by Pakistan to conduct nuclear tests is
unhealthy and can lead to a world arns race.

"This is unhealthy...the world should initiate action and the npst
effective nmeans to curb nuclear tests and attenpts to devel op nucl ear
weapons, " he said.

"It looks as if the world is oblivious to this. They are nore
interested to make weapons and sell them" he told reporters after opening
the Kel antan Ml tinmedi a, Tel ecomuni cations and El ectroni cs Exposition
(Entek '98) in Tunpat near here.

Yest erday, Pakistan conducted five "successful"™ nuclear tests in
Bal uchi stan near the Afghan border in response to the sanme nunber of tests
by arch-rival India earlier this nonth.

The prime mnister said that the Pakistani response, although warned
against by the world earlier, was expected to happen

"This is because when one party does something to show its superiority,
the other party will also try to prove that it also has the capability and
this leads to an arns race,"” he said.

In Kuala Lunpur, a Foreign Mnistry statenment said that Ml aysia
depl ored Paki stan's underground nucl ear tests and called on the country to
cease immedi ately devel oping its capability to produce nucl ear weapons.

It said that the action by Pakistan was a further setback to efforts to
keep the region free of nucl ear weapons and fromthreat of nuclear
conflicts.

"Mal aysia is deeply concerned over recent devel opnments in the South
Asi an regi on which would |l ead to a dangerous conpetition for nuclear
superiority,” the statement said.

Mal aysi a urged all countries concerned to refrain fromsuch a
conpetition, exercise maxi mumrestraint and prevent the further escal ation
of tension, it said.

The action by countries in the South Asian region to detonate nucl ear
devi ces had underm ned the efforts of the international comunity towards
attaining a conplete ban on nucl ear testing and achieving the goal of
nucl ear non-proliferation.

"Mal aysia is particularly di sappointed that nuclear tests continue to
be conducted despite the overwhel mi ng adopti on of the Conprehensive Test
Ban Treaty (CTBT)," it said.

Mal aysi a urged all nucl ear weapons states to denponstrate a stronger
commitment to the goals of nuclear disarmanent and the ultimate elimnnation
of nucl ear weapons within a tine-bound franmework.

Mal aysi a al so called upon all states to actively participate in
international efforts ainmed at the conplete elimnation of nucl ear weapons
and the realisation of a world free of nuclear weapons, it said.
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