17/ 05/ 1998
Mal aysi a opposes all nuclear tests, says Dr M

Syed Nadzri in Khartoum Sudan

PRI ME M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad sai d Mal aysi a i s agai nst the
nucl ear tests carried out by India earlier this week and he appealed to
Paki stan not to react by doing the sane.

Asimlar sentinment was expressed by Sudanese Presi dent Hassan Ahmed al -
Bashir who said India' s action could prove costly.

The two | eaders stated their stand at a joint Press conference in
Khartoumon Friday evening at the end of Dr Mahathir's three-day visit to
Sudan.

They were asked to comment on the nuclear tests carried out by India and
the growi ng i nternati onal concern towards t he possi bl e reper cussi ons.

Dr Mahat hir sai d Mal aysi a had al ways been agai nst such tests whet her
they were carried out by friends or foes.

He said the nove by India could lead to an arns race in South Asia which
woul d not benefit anyone.

"W appeal to India not to ever use its nuclear arns and also to
Paki stan not to carry out sinmilar tests," he said.

The Prine M nister said the world shoul d al so guarantee that no country
needed nucl ear weapons to defend itself.

Hassan said it would be sad if countries were engaged in an arns race
when their efforts should be channell ed towards providing wel fare and
econom ¢ devel opnent .

Dr Mahat hir was al so asked by a Sudanese journal i st whet her Mal aysi a was
seriously affected by the econoni ¢ and fi nanci al probl ems i n East Asi a.

The Prime Mnister said there was still no sign it would be over soon

He expressed hope that the international conmunity woul d understand t he
seriousness of unregul ated currency trading.

On Malaysia's roletoresolve internal strife in southern Sudan, Dr
Mahat hir said factions engaged in the dispute should be willing to
negoti at e.

"W al ways believe that it is far better to have peace where both sides
benefit because fighting only disrupts wealth.

"I'f we can be of any help, we are prepared to do so."

Dr Mahat hir, who was making his first visit to Sudan, was al so asked
what he thought of the country.

He said he was quite surprised to see that Sudan was a peaceful country
and that there was no wi despread fam ne as reported i n the nedi a.

He al so said Sudan had great potential for trade

Earlier at a meeting with Mal aysi an busi nessnmen and i nvestors, the Prine
M ni ster rem nded themto do busi ness ethically.

He said he did not want to hear horror stories about fly-by-night
busi nessnen out to make a quick buck

He cited a case where a Malaysian firm after obtaining a contract to
build a billion-dollar damin a foreign country, sold it off to another
party.

The Prine Mnister also hit out at Mal aysian firns which were quick to
si gn menoranduns of understanding with foreign partners but were not
serious about the project.

The 26-menber Mal aysi an busi ness del egati on acconpanyi ng Dr Mahat hir was
| ed by Azman Shah Haron, chairman of Antara Holiday Villas Sdn Bhd, which
is opening the Grand Holiday Villa hotel in Khartoum soon

( END)
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