02/ 08/ 1998
Mal aysi a crush Laos for opening win

Dan Guen Chin

MALAYSIA .... 4 LACS.... O

MALAYSI A got off to a bright start at the Asian Youth Under-19 qualifiers
at the Larkin Stadiumlast night.

Khol adet h Phonphacanh, the Laotian rightback under pressure from Akmal
Ri zal Ahmad Rakhli, m skicked Jaafar Salleh's cross fromthe right.

The ball spun into his own net and beyond the reach of Somith
Pophannouvone to gi ve Mal aysia a 34th m nute | ead.

Laos were still hanging in there but at |east Ml aysia found the
confidence to surge forward with nore purpose and conmittnment.

Ski pper Hairuddi n Orar coul d have put Mal aysia further ahead in the 55th
mn but in his eagerness to find the net he chose to ignore two ot her
teamrat es who were in a better position to score.

H s shot | acked the power to troubl e the Laoti an goal keeper.

Coach Hat em Soussi was fum ng on t he sidelines and understandably so as
his skipper failed totap in with the goal keeper at his nercy in the 57th
m nut e.

But all was forgiven in the 69th m nute.

The Terengganu-born Hairuddi n chased a | ong ball fromFazi al | ah Manat
and ran into the 18-yard box before chipping his shot past the arns of
Pophannouvone.

Laos' early pronise and enthusiasmfizzled out as they struggled to cope
with the growi ng confidence of the Ml aysians.

It was all over for themin the 82nd when Akmal Ri zal hammrered hone a
poor clearance off a cornerkick to make it 3-0 before Mahathir Mhaned
Jamal made it 4-0 in the 90th.

Earlier China, the pre-tournanment favourites, al so scored a confortable
5-0 victory in their openi ng mat ch agai nst Si ngapore.

Chi na won with goal s fromChen Licheng (30th and 53rd), Shen Han(49th
and 89t h) and Zhao Yunhe (60th mi nute).
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