09/ 11/ 1998

Mal aysi an Furniture Design Centre set to boost exports

AYER TAWAR, Sun. - The Mal aysi an Furniture Design Centre, a centre to
showcase | ocal -made furniture nmeant for export, will be opened by Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mdhanad on Nov 20.

Situated at the Menara PGRMi n Cheras, Kuala Lunpur, the MFDC i s the
brainchild of Primary Industries Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Li mKeng Yai k, who
first proposed the idea in 1996.

The RM.2 million centre is supported by the Ml aysi an Ti mber Counci |
and set up in collaborationw th the Mal aysi an Furniture I ndustry Council .
It will be managed by Semangat Kurni a Sdn Bhd.

Speaking to reporters after launching an Intelligent Quotient (1Q
conpetition anong Chi nese primary schools in the Manjung district today,
Dr Limsaid the centre, whichis the first of its kind in the regi on, was
ai ned at pronoting and enhancing the country's furniture industry.

He said as Mal aysia's export of |ocal furniture was encouraging, it was
timely that the centre be opened now.

According to recent MIC statistics, Mal aysi a has emerged as one of the
worl d' s | eading furniture exporters with exports anmounting to about RMB
billionin 1997, a hundredfold i ncrease fromRMBO mllion in 1987.

Wth the opening of the centre, Dr Limsaid the price of local furniture
coul d be conpetitively quoted in the international market.

He said in the past, potential foreign buyers used to cone here once a
year to view Ml aysi an-rmade furniture, but now, they could conme all year
round.

Wth a display area of 2,700 square netres, the MFDC wi | | house t he
| argest col | ection of Mal aysi an export furniture on a per manent basi s.
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