22 CCT 1998
Mahat hi r - Et hi opi a
MALAYSI A WLL HELP ETH OPI A RECONCI LE, SAYS MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 22 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad toni ght said Malaysia, in the spirit of South-South cooperation,
will doits utnmost to work together with Ethiopia in efforts towards that
country's national reconciliation.

Mal aysi a watched with interest and admration the efforts of Ethiopian
Prime Mnister Meles Zenawi towards consolidating peace in the country and
commended his role in seeking resolution to the problens in southern Sudan
and in Somalia, Dr Mahathir said.

"We also know that it is due to your untiring determ nation that
Et hi opi a has progressed after two decades of civil strife to becone a
united and forward-1ooking nation that it is today," he said at an official
di nner in honour of Zenawi at Sri Perdana here.

Zenawi arrived here yesterday for a five-day visit at the invitation of
Dr Mahathir.

He is acconpani ed by Trade and I ndustry M nister Kasahaun Ayel e, senior
government officials and a 43-nenber busi ness del egati on.

Mal aysi a was al so inpressed with Ethiopia's earnest efforts to rebuild
itself and determnation to lay the foundation for durable peace both at
home and in the Horn of Africa, Dr Mahathir said.

Al t hough both countries had had very little contacts, particularly
during the past three decades, Ml aysia and Ethi opia had many things in
common, he said.

"We are both multi-cultural countries and we believe in power sharing
as reflected in the consesus-seeking spirit underlying the concept of our
governnents," he said.

Dr Mahathir said the success of both countries depended on their
ability to pronote positive co-operation and co-exi stence between the
peopl e and contend the chall enge of bridging the gap between the different
segnents of their societies.

"The key to fair income distribution is to ensure that everyone gets an
equi tabl e share of an enlarged cake, rather than trying to redistribute the
crunbs of a shrinking cake nore evenly,"” he said.

Mal aysi a was al so ready to share its experience in the devel opnent and
managenment of Ethiopia' s agricutural, teleconmunication and hydrocarbon
sectors, the prinme mnister said.

Zenawi 's visit had certainly laid the basis for nutually benefici al
rel ati onship, not only between Ethiopia and Ml aysi a, but al so between
Africa, Asean and East Asia, Dr Mhathir said.

In reply, Zenawi said his visit offered vast opportunity for his
country to work closely with Ml aysi a.

It was also tinmely as Ethiophia was rejunevating and building up its
econony, Zenaw said.

There were still many of areas of business that could be explored
between the two countries, he added.
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