11 APR 1998
Muhyi ddi n- A ynpi cs
MALAYSI A KEEN TO HOST COLYMPI CS BEFORE 2020

By: Zul kiflee D asman

KUALA LUMPUR, April 11 (Bernama) -- Malaysia may bid to host the
A ynpi cs before 2020 if the 16th Conmmonweal th Ganes to be held here this
Sept ember prove to be a big success, Youth and Sports Mnister Tan Sri
Muhyi ddi n Yassin said today.

Any such bid for the Aynpic Ganes would al so be subject to Ml aysi a
bei ng awarded the 2006 Asi an Ganes and successfully staging it, he said.

"W will prove to the International Aynmpic Conmttee (10OC) our
country's ability to host major sporting events |ike the Conmonweal t h Ganes
in the hope that they will entrust us with organising the A ynpic Ganes
bef ore 2020," he said.

The 16t h Conmmonweal th Ganes and 2006 Asian Ganes woul d provi de good
opportunities for Malaysia to gain the necessary experience to stage the
wor |l d' s biggest sporting event, he told reporters after |aunching the
online ticketing systemand website of Ticket Express, the official
ticketing agent for the KL 98 Ganes.

The A ympic Council of Ml aysia has expressed Malaysia's desire to host
the 2006 Asian Ganes.

In his speech, Mihyiddin said the government had approved ticket prices
ranging fromRWb to RVb00 for the Ganes from Sept 11-21.

"More aggressive pronotions should be held to ensure that the 1.28
mllion tickets could be sold before the Ganes start. The peopl e nust go
and watch the Ganes at the venues," he said.

So far 40,932 tickets worth RVA. 198 million have been sold, with
aquatics being the nost popular sport with 12,991 ticket booki ngs val ued at
RML.58 million while bookings for 5,560 tickets worth RML.49 million have
been received for the opening cerenony.

Muhyi ddi n sai d booki ng of tickets should be nade easier to encourage
t he people to buy themthrough various channel s.

At today's launch, Ticket Express appointed Fascard Sdn Bhd, KUB Sistem
Sdn Bhd and Gergasi Merah Sdn Bhd as the vendors to sell tickets on the
I nternet.

Ti cket Express executive chairman Datuk Seri Ram Sarma said the
appoi ntnents of these vendors would facilitate ticket sal es because they
had nati onwi de networks covering post offices, Kedai Tel ecom Bank
Bum putra branches, stadiuns and vans serving as nobile outlets.

"The public can buy the tickets in cash, by credit card or nake
booki ngs via the Internet with the help of the appointed vendors," he said.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad today becane the first
person to book tickets on the Internet using the website
www. ti cket express. com ny.

VWi | e maki ng his booking, the Prime Mnister appeared on the Internet
to advise sports fans to book their tickets early to avoid congestion or
t he di sappoi ntnent of m ssing out on supporting the country's athletes. --
BERNANMA
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