18 FEB 1998
Abdul | ah-1raq
MALAYSI A LAUDS KOFI ANNAN' S VI SIT TO BAGHDAD

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 18 (Bernama) -- Mal aysi a whol eheartedly wel conmes the
i npending visit of United Nations Secretary-CGeneral Kofi Annan to Baghdad
and attaches great inportance to the visit, Foreign M nister Datuk Seri
Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi sai d today.

He said Mal aysia remai ned opposed to any mlitary strike as such action
woul d not achieve their stated objective and urged Iraq to fully conply and
i npl enent all relevant UN Security Council resolutions.

"Mal aysia wishes to reiterate that diplomacy is the only option that is
realistic and no other action should be contenplated...there is a need for
conti nuous and concerted effort to find a diplomatic solution,” he said in
his statenment read at a news conference today.

In this regard, he said Ml aysia was pleased with the effort by France,
Russia and China to work towards a diplomatic solution to ensure Iraq
conpliance with the Security Council resolutions which would lead to an
early lifting of sanctions on the country.

The foreign mnister said Mal aysia viewed positively the ideas
contained in the initiative of French President Jacques Chirac which was
conveyed yesterday in a personal letter to Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad delivered by Chirac's special envoy Denis Bauchard.

"We hope that it would provide elements for a peaceful resolution to
the current crisis between Iraqg and UNSCOM " he sai d.

Before his departure for India yesterday eveni ng, Bauchard said France
supported a visit by the UN secretary-general to Baghdad to seek a
di pl omatic sol ution.

Abdul | ah said in carrying out its nmandate, the UN Special Conm sion
(UNSCOM) vested with the task searching for weapons of mass destruction in
Irag nust respect the sovereignty, territorial integrity and dignity of
that country.

"Ml aysi a takes note that UNSCOM had made progress in sone areas and
urges that it remains not only neutral but also provides an objective,
conprehensive and fair assessnment of its work," he said.

Abdul | ah al so said that there was the ever present danger that should a
strike takes place, it mght unleash unparallel environnental damage that
was difficult to anticipate and it mght also inpinge on the overal
political and security equilibrium -- BERNAVA
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