23/10/ 1998

Mal aysi a obj ects to US | awmrakers meddl i ng

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - Mal aysia has expressed its objections to attenpts
by two United States | awmrakers in urging President Bill dinton to speak
out agai nst nmeasures undertaken to revive its econony.

"What ever neasures i npl enented by Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir
Mohamad are for the betternent of Malaysia and in our own interest,"”
Foreign M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnad Badawi said.

"We do not take too kindly to arrogance, finger-pointing and a
condescendi ng attitude. W are not confortable with them" he said during
a nedia briefing at the Prine Mnister's Departnent today.

Abdul | ah sai d this when asked to comrent on an AFP report, datelined
Washi ngt on, which reported that two prom nent US | awmakers had asked
Clinton to seek a change i n venue for the annual Asia Pacific Economc
Cooperation summt schedul ed i n Kual a Lunpur next nont h.

Inaletter dated Oct 16, Republicans Ben G | man and Doug Bereuter said
the US President's attendance at the forumcoul d be perceived as a US
endorsenent for Dr Mahat hir.

G | man, who chairs the International Rel ati ons Committee of the House of
Representati ves, and Bereuter, chairman of the Asia and Pacific sub
comittee, expressed concern about Dr Mahathir's attenpts to tighten
control over the currency and the detention of former deputy Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim

Wi | e expressing support for Apec, the | ammakers urged dinton "to
explore the possibility of a different venue for the neeting" of 21 Apec
| eaders.

"I'f this is not possible, we would urge you to speak out forcefully
about the econonic policies and human ri ghts practices of Prime Mnister
Mahat hir," they said.

The | awmrakers described Dr Mahathir's policies as "highly offensive and
totally counter-productive to the nmuch-needed efforts at the reformof the
political and financial systeminside his own country."

"W don't need themto teach us howto run our country,"” Abdull ah sai d.

"They (the United States) shoul d understand what ever (neasures) we have
i npl enented are for the betternent of Mal aysia. W are not infringing on
any other (country's) interests...It's not our intention and they should
understand this."

Abdul | ah sai d when the US passed the Hel ns-Burton and d' Anat o
| egislations, they did so without taking into considerationthe
sensitivity of others.

The d' Amato Law, al so known as the US Iran-Li bya Sanctions Act, was
pushed for by Senator Al fonse d' Amato of New York and passed by Congress
inlate 1996. It contains provisions for sanctions by the US agai nst
forei gn conpani es maki ng i nvest nents of nore t han US$20 million (RW6
mllion) a year inthe oil and gas sector of the targeted countries. The
US had voi ced strong opposition to the Iran gas project, involving
Petronas, which it said violated the Act.

The Hel ms-Burton | aw, al so passed in the sane year, tightens US econom c
sancti ons agai nst Cuba.

"These |l aws cl early show that the sovereignty of another nation is not
consi dered by the United States."

On the suggestion by the US | awnmakers for a change of venue for the Apec
sunmit, Abdullah said it was their right to advise their President.



"Even in the past, US| egislators had advi sed agai nst Presi dent
Cinton's visit to China, but he still went ahead anyway."

On the repeated statenments by the State Department that dinton's
attendance at the summit was neither official nor state, Abdullah said
there was no confusi on what soever.

"As far as we are concerned, | eaders attending the Apec sunmit are
com ng here not for an official or state visit and we cl early understand
it."
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