06/ 08/ 1998

Mal aysi a pl edges to help DOji bouti

PULAU | NDAH, Wed. - Transport M nister Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik today
sai d Mal aysi a woul d hel p resol ve the port problens of Ojibouti and train
its officers.

He was responding to a request nmade by Dji bouti President Hassan Goul ed
Aptidon during a visit to Westport.

Aptidon, who was i npressed by the operations at Port Klang, said the
i nternational port of Djibouti, strategically |ocated for both regional
distribution and international trade, was facing problens including
congesti on.

"Mal aysi a, which has sol ved many of its port problens such as
congestion, can nowshare its experti se and experience with those in the
port of Djibouti," he said.

He said with the increase in international maritine traffic, the port of
Dj i bouti had becone a major centre for trade in the region.

"W al so want Mal aysia to have closer trade rel ati onshi ps with our
country and our doors are al ways open to those who want to initiate
busi ness ties."

Port of Djibouti director Aden Ahnmed Doual e sai d about US$50 million
(RMR10 million) had been invested on port noderni sation.

The I nternational Chanber of Conmerce and I ndustry of Djibouti vice-
presi dent Abdour ahman Mohaned Bor eh added that there were many busi ness
opportunities in Djibouti.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad had al so assured the
Dj i bouti president and del egation that he woul d send a teamat the end of
this nmonth to tap the trade potential of the country.

To a Press question on Mal aysia Airlines operating donestic flights from
the Sultan Abdul Aziz Shah airport in Subang, Dr Ling saidit was up to
Mal aysia Airlines to decide on such flights from Subang.

In Kual a Lunpur, Dr Mahathir nade a farewell call on Aptidon.

The Djibouti President will pay a farewell call on the Yang di-Pertuan
Agong Tuanku Ja' afar tonorrow.
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