23/10/ 1998
Mal aysi a pl edges to hel p Ethiopia recover

Hami sah Hami d

MALAYSI A has pl edged to cooperate with Ethiopiain the country's nationa
reconciliationeffort and share experience with Ethopiato developits
economni ¢ sectors.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad said in the spirit of
Sout h- Sout h cooperation, Malaysia wi |l do its utnost to assist Ethiopia.

Dr Mahathir, who is also the First Finance Mnister, identified
agricul ture, agro-based activities, teleconmunications and hydrocarbon
devel opnent as potential areas for cooperation.

He said al t hough Mal aysi a and Ethiopia had very little contact in the
past three decades, the two countries have nany things i n comon

"We are both multicultural countries and we believe in power-sharing as
reflected in the consensus-seeking spirit underlying the concept of our
gover nment s.

"The success of both our peopl es depends on our ability to pronote
positive cooperation and co-exi stence. Ethiopia and Mal aysi a must cont end
with the chal | enge of bridging the gap between di fferent segnents of our
societies," he saidin his address at the official dinner in honour of his
Et hi opi an counterpart, M Ml es Zenawi, at Sri Perdana | ast night.

Dr Mahat hir noted both governments attach high priority to pronoting
rapi d and sust ai ned econonmic growmh in seeking a better life for the
peopl e.

"The key to fair incone distributionis to ensure that everyone gets an
equi t abl e share of an enl arged cake, rather than trying to redistribute
the crunbs of a shrinking cake."

The Prime M nister said Mal aysi a under st ands and synpat hi ses with the
pai n and deprivation that Ethiopia has suffered because of the prol onged
civil war "which was ai ded and abetted by foreign interests"”.

From bei ng one of the world's nost renowned civilisations, it is sad and
regrettable that Ethiopia has fallen victimto such a tragedy, he said.

"We in Mal aysi a have watched with interest and adnmiration the efforts of
your excellency to consolidate the peace acquired through much hardship
and sacrifice.

"We al so knowthat it is due to your untiring determ nation that
Et hi opi a has progressed after two decades of civil strife to becone a
united and forward-|ooking nation that it is today," he added.

Earlier, Malaysia and Ethiopia signed three agreenents to boost
econom ¢, trade and i nvest nent cooperati on.

The accords were signed after a nmeeti ng between Dr Mahat hir and Zenawi .

The Mal aysi an Governnent al so agreed to extend technical assistance to
Ethiopia in the palmoil and rubber sectors.

Briefing reporters on the outcome of the two-hour neeting between the
| eaders, Foreign M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnad Badawi sai d Mal aysi a,
inaddition, will help Ethiopiastrengthenits investment-rel ated
institutions.

Abdul | ah si gned t he Economi c, Scientific and Techni cal Cooperation
Trade, and | nvest nent Pronoti on and Protection agreenents on behal f of

Mal aysi a
Et hi opi a was represented by its Trade and I ndustry M ni ster Kasahun
Ayel e.

At his meeting with Dr Mahathir, Zenawi said Ethiopiais nowfree from
i nternal and external problens.



"As such, the country is seeking to enhance ties with other countries,
i ncl udi ng Mal aysi a, " Abdul | ah sai d.

Dr Mahathir told Zenawi and his del egation that Ml aysian i nvestors are
currently facing probl enms i nvesting overseas in view of the regional
econom c turnoil, but this is not expected to | ast |ong.

Zenawi arrived yesterday for five-day official visit to promote trade
and investment. The last visit to Mal aysia by an Et hiopi an | eader, Hi s
Maj esty Haile Sel assie, was in 1968.
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