11 SEP 1998
Ganes- d ynpi cs
MALAYSI A PREPARED TO HOST OLYMPI CS ( pi x)

By: Shahrullizan Rusli & Hanzah Jamal uddi n

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 11 (Bernamm) -- International O ynpic Comittee Juan
Ant oni o Samaranch has offered to send a task force from Malaysia to the 1CC
headquarters in Switzerland to help the country make long-termplans to
host the Aynpic Ganmes in the future.

This was di scl osed by Youth and Sports Mnister Tan Sri Mihyiddin
Yassin who said Samaranch had given his support after touring the
facilities at the National Sports Conplex at Bukit Jalil here.

Muhyi ddi n di d not say when Ml aysia woul d host the O ynpics but added
t hat preparations were being made.

"For the Commonweal th Ganes, we started preparations fromas early as
1991," he said in an effort to denonstrate that it took a long tine to
organi se such a major sports gathering

But Muhyi ddi n sai d Samaranch al so said Mal aysi a needed to raise the
quality of its national athletes.

"Besi des being the hosts, athletes fromthe national team nmust be of
i nternational standard,"” he said.

Bot h Muhyi ddi n and Samaranch al so di scussed about hosting the Asian
Ganmes and the capability of wonen athletes.

Samaranch also called on Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad
at the latter's office today. He was acconpani ed by A ynpi c Council of
Mal aysi a president, Tan Sri Hanzah Abu Sanmah.

"We are prepared to host the 2006 Asian Ganes and we are trying to
convince the 1OC that India should allow us a chance to be the hosts,"
Muhyi ddi n. 1 ndia had hosted the Asian Ganmes before.

The mnister said facilities at the National Sports Conpl ex have
i nproved fromthis year and when the sports facilities in the Kl ang Vall ey
were taken into consideration, a ot nore events can be hel d.

Referring to the standard of wonen athletes, he said efforts were being
devel oped to raise their standard.

He adm tted that weaknesses in the standard of wonen athletes woul d
mean a big loss to the country and cited the exanple of badm nton in that
Mal aysi a coul d have won all the badmi nton golds at stake if its wonen
pl ayers were as good as the nen.

Meanwhi | e, Mel bourne, which is bidding to host the 18th Commonweal t h
Ganmes in 2006, hoped that it could provide the sane |level of facilities as
Mal aysi a.

Victoria's Premer Jeff Kennet said he was inpressed with the
facilities at the Bukit Jalil Sports Conplex and was confident that those
involved in the Games woul d be satisfied with the facilities.

"I amalso inpressed with the KLIA (KL International Airport in Sepang)
whose architectural design should be appreciated as an art form" he told
reporters after calling on Dr Mahathir.
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