26/ 05/ 1998
Mal aysi a ready to share experience with Surinam

Hami sah Hami d
MALAYSIAis willing to share its success experience with Surinamas well
as of fer technical assistanceto facilitate Surinam s devel opnment process.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mbhamad i nformed Suri nam Presi dent
Jul es Wj denbosch at a neeting i n Kual a Lunpur yesterday that Surinam
could learn a l ot fromMal aysia as both countries have a nulti-racial
backgr ound.

The Prime Mnister also said that Surinamcould | earn from Ml aysia's
grow h experience when it is able to increase its per capita inconme froma
nmere US$300 (US$1 = RM3. 81) to US$5, 000.

Acting Foreign M nister Datuk Seri Syed Hami d Al bar, briefing reporters
after the nmeeting between Dr Mahathir and Wj denbosch, said Mal aysi a al so
offered to train people fromSurinamin vari ous areas including the
agricul ture and aquacul ture sectors.

Surinamhas a | ot of devel opnent potential; even though the country has
a small population, it has vast tracts of |and.

Surinamal so invited Mal aysians to invest in the country as it has an
abundance of mnerals and gol d.

Earlier, officials fromboth countries signed a trade agreenent to | ay
t he groundwork for further cooperation. Syed Hani d si gned on behal f of
Mal aysi a whil e Suri namwas represented by its Foreign Mnister Eroll G
Sni j ders.

Syed Hami d sai d trade between both countries currently stands at RV
mllionwth Mal aysi an exports to Suri namanounting to RML. 7 mi|lion and
i mports valued at RM30O0, 000.

Ber nama reports: SurinamPresident Jul es Wjdenbosch was yest er day
accorded an of ficial wel coni ng cerenpny at Parliament Square i n Kual a
Lumpur. He was received by the Yang di-Pertuan Agong Tuanku Ja' af ar.

W j denbosch i nspect ed a guard- of - honour nounted by 107 officers and nen
of the 1st Batallion Royal Mal ay Regi nent commanded by Maj or Abdul Basit
Abdul Rahman.

The president and his wife Patricia d' Leon were later introduced to
menbers of the Cabinet, deputy m nisters and heads of foreign missions in
Kual a Lunpur.

W j denbosch and hi s del egati on, which includes several ninisters,
arrived on Sunday night. The two-day visit is at the invitation of the
Ki ng.

W j denbosch will attend a briefing at the Economic Pl anning Unit in the
Prime Mnister's Departnent and visit the PalmQ | Research Institute of
Mal aysia (Porim in Bangi today.

Suri nam whose capital is Paramaribo, is |ocated in northern South
Anerica bordering Brazil, French Gui ana, Guyana and the North Atlantic
Ccean.
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