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MALAYSI A- M SUNDERSTOOD
MALAYSI A BEI NG M SREPRESENTED AND M SUNDERSTOCD BY MANY, SAYS OHVAE

By: Siti Hawa O hman

CYBERJAYA, Dec 19 (Bernama) -- In trying to realign with the rest of
the countries in a borderless world, one will face a continuous risk and
for Malaysia, it is arisk that the rest of the world m sunderstood, said
renowned Japanese writer Kenichi GChmae.

Saying that Ml aysia's econoni c probl ens, devel opment and interna
matters have been nmisrepresented many tinmes and bl own out of proportion by
the foreign nmedia, he added that what the country needed now was better
communi cati on.

"I wote a book on the borderless world 10 years ago. It is an
i nevitabl e process. At one stage as you realign the econony with the rest
of the world, you will have this kind of continuous risk. Malaysia's risk
is the risk that the rest of world m sunderstood,” he added.

Al so, there is enornmous nisrepresentation and bl own-up cases of the
former deputy Prime Mnister, Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimparticularly by the
media in the United States and Europe.

There is also nmisrepresentation over investnents in comerci al
bui | di ngs and hotels in Kuala Lunmpur, he told reporters after the topping
up cerenony for the N ppon Tel ephone & Tel egraph (NTT) MSC Centre today by
Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad.

"You shoul d think about the positives and the progress you have nade in
the last 15 years and then you'll be very satisfied. This is one way you
are not going to slip back. You are going to pause a little bit... but you
have the energy to | ook forward,"” he added.

Chmae'interwiew with Dr Mahathir on the progress of the Miltinedia
Super Corridor (MSC) was video-taped to be aired on Japanese Television to
help clarify the msrepresentations nade about Ml aysi a.

A menber of the International Advisory Panel (1AP) for the MSC project,
Chmae said the MSCis inportant and that Malaysia is the only country in
the world to announce it will make it work based on the power of
i nf ormati on.

The cabi net and the Multimedi a Devel opnment Corporation (MDC) has mnade
it clear that the MSC is going to succeed and that young people are
encouraged to cone forward and participate in the project.

"I will report to the Japanese people on the progress nade by the NMC
in the last seven nonths. | was at the | AP neeting in February. | never
t hought you'll be able to construct access roads, this centre and the
Mul timedia University," he said in amazenent.

He said there is a need to communi cate the progress nade on the MSC
Putrajaya and the Kuala Lunpur International Airport (KLIA) as they were
not accurately reported in Japan

"For exanple, there were reports on problens encountered with the KLIA
when its first opened, but now that the airport is functioning snoothly,
nobody has reported the true picture.

"It is still believed that the new airport is not functioning well," he
added.

Chmae al so said what Ml aysi a needed now was better conmunication
because Japan is very good friend of Ml aysia and vice-versa.

"A nunber of Japanese financial institutions raised special Ml aysian
bonds and the people in Japan are happy to support individually. But you
need a nunmber of things to do such as to beef up public relation activities
in Japan particul ar regarding financial problens and matters with M



Anwar , " he added.

He said conpared with other countries, Ml aysia has nade enor nous
progress with regards to the financial crisis.

"So...relax..., this is not a situation where you should panic. It is
totally manageabl e. W too have problens in Japan with our financial
institutions but it is not a disastrous case. United Ki ngdom had probl ens
four years ago and the United States had it about 10 to 15 years ago," he
added.
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