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MALAYSI A SURPRI SES, AUSTRALI A ADVANCES MOST | N TRI UMPHANT GAMES

By: lan Telford

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 22 (Bernanmm) -- Malaysia bravely defied Asia's
econom c crisis to stage the 16th Commonweat h Ganes and surprised itself by
putting on its best ever conpetitive performance in the history of the
Ganmes with a haul of 10 gold nedal s.

Al t hough Mal aysi a was never going to challenge the dom nance of the
Ganmes' Big Three -- Australia, England and Canada -- its haul of 36 nedals
confirmed it as an energing force in the world of sport.

But it was a gold-hungry Australia that advanced to be fairest of them
all. So often was the Aussie national anthem "Advance Australia Fair"
pl ayed at nedal cerenonies that it virtually becane the unofficial thene
tune of the Kuala Lunmpur 98 Ganes.

And as a green and gold tide engul fed al nbst every sporting venue, the
Austral i ans amassed 199 nedals, including 80 gold -- nore than tw ce as
many as their nearest rival, England.

But perhaps of even greater significance was the fact that the
multi-mllion dollar event achieved the rare distinction of further
unifying a multi-cultured and multi-racial nation, instilling a pal pable
sense of national pride.

Al 70 Commonweal th countries turned up for the 16th Ganes. It was the
first ever full roll call.

Wth a rallying cry of "Ml aysia Bol eh” ("Ml aysia Can"), Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad gal vani sed the country and
eventual |y confounded the doom nmerchants both at hone and overseas.

In the six-year leadup to the Ganmes, the skeptics had sni ped constantly
about al nost every aspect of the preparations, fromthe cost and progress
of the main infrastructure project to the potentially lethal effects of the
forest burn-off snoke haze that earlier this year blanketed rmuch of South
East Asi a.

But the organisers ultimately had the satisfaction of hosting, with
near unqualified success, the | argest and nost sophisticated Commonnmweal th
Ganes yet, made all the nore nenorable by the natural warnth, charm and
good hunour of the people.

In the sporting arena, the only notable downsi de was the absence of a
nunber of |eading nedal contenders in a variety of sports.

Hardest hit was track and field, especially without the |ikes of
A ynpi ¢ chanpi on sprinter Donovan Bailey, hurdles favourite Colin Jackson
world triple junmp chanpi on Jonat han Edwards and 400 netres world chanpi on
Cat hy Freeman.

Consequently, the standard of conpetition in sone events at the
centrepi ece 100,000 capacity National Stadiumwas bel ow expectati ons,

i nevitably deval uing a few nedal s.

Despite Malaysia's pre-eminence inits traditionally strong sports of
tenpin bowing (4 nmedals), shooting (eight) and badm nton
-- where it enjoyed unequal |l ed success with three golds -- Saravanan
Govindasany's win in the 50 kilonmetre wal k proved to be a major surprise
especi ally when the team was not given a ghost of a chance to wi n anything.

It was Malaysia's first ever Commonweal th Ganes athletics nedal and
Sar avanan reckoned he surprised even hinself...and his coach

But the two golds that nost captured the nation's hearts were boxing
hero Sapok Biki's in the 48kg division and air rifle shooter Nurul Hudda
Baharin's, who |anded in hospital only a nonth ago after a notorcycle



acci dent which saw her shooting arm broken in two pl aces.

The only thing the Australian swi mers broke were the 4x200 netres
freestyle record, and the spirit of their rivals.

In six days of conpetition the Aussies totalled 23 golds out of a
possi ble 32. And Aynpic butterfly chanpion Susie O Neill was crowned queen
of the pool after claimng six to boost her Commonweal th Ganes haul to a
record-breaking ten titles.

Australia's traditional Conmonwealth swimming rivals, Canada and
Engl and, barely got a look in -- the Canadi ans sal vaged four gol ds and
Engl and j ust two.

Agai nst the odds, the Australians also energed the top nation in track
and field, collecting 13 gold in a total of 34 nmedals, one nore than the
English. As in all fields of sporting endeavour there were innumnerable
tales of triunph and inevitable tragedy, none nore distressing than the
col | apse of New Zeal ander Craig Barret from heat exhaustion just a
kilonmetre fromthe finish of the 50 kilonetre wal k.

The highlights of the six-day athletics programe were Ato Bol don's
sizzling nmen's 100 netres win, the overwhel m ng dom nance of Kenya's nal e
and femal e distance stars and the triunph of age.

Bol don cl ocked 9.88 seconds, a nere four hundredths of a second outside
the world record, while the Kenyans broke several Ganes records between
1,500 netres and 10, 000.

But the age-defying performance of an Australian nother made the sports
news pages worl d-wi de.

At 38, an age when she shoul d have been watching the Ganes at home on
tel evision, Heather Turland, who has four children, anazed just about
everyone but herself by winning in only her third marathon

Three English veterans -- shot putter Judy Cakes, 40, high junper
Dalton Grant, 32, and discus thrower Robert Wir, 38 -- also struck gold

OCakes has now picked up a nmedal in each of the last six Comobnweal th
Games
-- including three gold -- spanning 20 years.

Meanwhi | e, Canada's traditional grip on the gymastics conpetition was
| oosened, with the underrated Australians picking up nine gold nedals.

But the Canadians still managed to produce the star in the rhythmc
section, Erika-Leigh Stirton, who swept four gold nedals on the final day.
There was also a nmultiple medal wi nner on the shooting range where

Engl i shman M chael Galt snapped up four individual air pistol golds.

A knockout final day in which it collected all four gold nedals on
of fer confirnmed an unlikely England as the top boxi ng nation

A crack Australian cycling team scooped up eight of the 13 golds on
of fer, | eaving Canada, England, New Zeal and and Mal aysia to fight over the

scraps.
The team ganes introduced here -- seven-a-side rugby, field hockey,
cricket and netball -- proved notabl e successes.
Two of the three debutant nations won nedals -- Myzanbique a gold and a

silver while Caneroon got three silver plus three bronze.

Engl and was runner-up to Australia on the nedals table with 136,
foll owed by Canada's 99, including 30 gold, while Ml aysia's 36 nedals (10
gold, 14 silver and 12 bronze) earned it fourth place, ahead of South
Africa, which has 34 nedal s.

But the overwhelmng majority of the 5 000 athletes who took part wll
| eave with nmenories that can't sinply be equated with the col our of a netal
di sc hanging fromthe yellow ribbon around the neck

Engl i sh hanmer throw silver nedallist Mchael Jones sunmed it with
si mpl e el oquence on the final day of his third Cormmonweal th Games.

"The thing | enjoy nost above everything in my athletics career is the



Commonweal th Ganes, " he said.
"I have been to the Aynpics and it's great...but | |ove the
Commonweal t h Ganes. " - - BERNAVA
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