10/ 10/ 1998
Don't neddle in our affairs, Ml aysia tells neighbours

Est her Tan

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - Ml aysia has asked its nei ghbours not to encourage or
support any activity which could lead to rioting or which is ainmed at
changi ng the country's present Government or | eadership.

Foreign M nister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnad Badawi said today its
nei ghbours should not interfere with Malaysia's internal affairs.

He said Mal aysia could understand if its neighbours were synpathetic to
the problens the country was facing.

However, they should not go to the extent of giving support to any
activity which could be seen as interfering with the country's interna
affairs.

These include activities that are against the | aw, such as those which
can provoke rioting, and those ai ned at changi ng the Governnent and
| eader shi p.

"W cannot accept any interference," Abdullah told reporters when asked
i f Mal aysia would seek help fromits nei ghbours since several key
supporters of Datuk Seri Anwar | brahi mhave been faxing Press statenents
purportedly fromManila, Bangkok and Jakart a.

Earlier, he gave a Press conference on Mal aysia's success in being
elected to the United Nations Security Council

Yesterday, Saifudin Nasution Ismail, the former Umo Youth assistant
secretary who was one of the 10 sacked fromthe party for participating in
anti-Ummo activities, had issued a statement wi th a Bangkok dateli ne.

The statement was to comment on his expulsion fromUmo and to call for
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad' s resignation.

Former Penang Umo Youth chi ef Abdul Rahi m Ghouse and Anwar's former
political secretary Mohamad Ezam Mohd Noor who clainmed to be in Mnila had
al so issued a joint statenment on the sane issue

The two had al so previously issued statenents purportedly fromManila
and Jakarta respectively.

Commenting on these statenents, Abdullah said: "What they are doing is
unheal thy and stupid. It is the act of cowards and orang bacor (spinel ess
people).”

He said if the supporters wanted change, they should return to the
country and talk to the people.

"\What ever problens we are facing, including those related to the
| eadershi p, we should | et Mal aysi ans deci de.

"They shoul d not go abroad to beg for foreigners to help in their cause.
Have they no confidence in their own ability to obtain support fromthe
rakyat ?" he asked.

Abdul | ah said Mal aysia was a denpcratic country and the rakyat had the
opportunity to choose or change their | eaders via casting their votes
during el ections.

"The people are all owed to canpaign. States such as Penang and Sabah had
fallen into the hands of the Opposition before. Kelantan is now governed
by the Qpposition

"W are always comritted to holding elections and the people are given
the opportunity to cast their votes in favour of any politician or
political party," he said.

Asked about Malaysia's relationship with Indonesia in view of the
current political devel opnent, Abdullah said it remined good.

"A good relationship is inportant because whatever is happening in



| ndonesi a can al so affect us.

"Both are nenbers of Asean and other international organisations. As
such, it would be nutually beneficial for the two countries to have good
co-operation," he said.

On reports that I ndonesian President B.J. Habi bie has yet to decide
whet her he woul d attend next nmonth's Apec Leaders' Summit in Kuala Lunpur,
Abdul | ah sai d he hoped the | eader could nmake it.

"However, it is up to himto decide. He will consider the inportance of
regi onal co-operation in Apec."

On the need for Wsma Putra to intensify efforts to counter negative
reports by the foreign nmedia about the political situation in Ml aysia, he
said this was already being carried out.

A conmittee has been set up to nonitor the situation via Ml aysian
m ssi ons abroad and the Internet.

Wsma Putra has also distributed guidelines to all anbassadors and
officials with forei gn nissions on issues they need to address.

"W have encouraged themto neet | eaders of the governments, the private
sector and non-governnental organisations in the countries they are
servi ng.

"They have to work hard, " Abdull ah said.

On the Umo supreme council's decision to abolish the 10 bonus-vote
system Abdullah said it would help curb noney politics.

"I have al ways been agai nst the 10 bonus-vote systemas it will only
encourage noney politics," he said.

Asked why the party had decided to do this only now, Abdullah said Umo
had been planning to abolish the systemfor the past two years.

However, it was del ayed due to other priorities.
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