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Mal aysia to offer best in education

Tan Chin Siang

BANDAR SERI BEGAWAN, Thurs. - Malaysia is in the process of building a
wor | d cl ass education systemthat is flexible and i nnovative in order to
keep abreast with the increasingly borderless world.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad sai d Mal aysi a was t aki ng
thi s course because the progress and devel opment of soci ety depended very
much upon educati on.

"As we approach the newnmnillennium the challenges faced by devel opi ng
societies to catch up with devel oped ones i n areas of information and
know edge creation and their utilisation for the benefit of society
beconmes nore form dabl e.

"In order to create a level playing field where all nations and
societies can performat |east equitably in the devel opnent of a just and
progressive world, we nmust focus earnestly on the devel opnent of
education," Dr Mahathir said.

He said this in his nmessage in the souvenir progranme for the two-day
"Mal aysi an Educati on Exhi bition '98" which was | aunched here today.

The roadshow, whi ch was held at the I nternational Convention Centre, was
| aunched by Brunei Education M nister Pehin Orang Kaya Lail a Wj aya Dat uk
Abdul Aziz Unar. Among those present at the function was Education
M nister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak.

Dr Mahathir said Mal aysia's attenpts at educational reforns over the
years had gai ned nmoment um

Mal aysi a, he added, had been able to devel op a systemunique to its own
needs and requirenents.

This was achi eved t hrough "the dynam smof the public and private
sectors", working intandemw th an internati onal network of institutions
of hi gher | earning.

"I'n pursuit of our Prosper-Thy-Nei ghbour policy, we al so hope to becomnme
a regional hub and share wi th our nei ghbours the progress we have
attained,” he said.

On the roadshow, Dr Mahathir said it formed part of Malaysia's efforts
to bring devel opnment and prosperity to its nei ghbours t hrough educati on.

"It is also ained at bringing progress in education within the region
and strengt heni ng educati onal |inkages with our Asean nei ghbours in
particul ar, so that together we can face the chall enges of the 21st
century," he said.

This is the first tinme Mal aysi a has organi sed such a roadshow over seas
to woo foreigners to study in Mal aysi a.

Meanwhi l e, Naji b said the roadshow woul d al so tour other countries in
t he Asean region but its dates have not been fixed. I ndonesia, he said,
was nost likely to be its next destination.
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