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Mal aysi a and Si ngapore agree to set aside differences

Ashraf Abdul | ah

SEPANG, Thurs. - Mal aysi a and Si ngapore have agreed to set aside their

di fferences and work towards i nprovi ng bilateral rel ati ons between the two
countri es.

For a start, Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad said both
Prime M nisters had deci ded that they woul d not criticise each other's
country openly.

"W hope so, unl ess somebody el se says sonet hing. Not ne, anyway. The
two of us will not say anything,"” Dr Mahathir said when asked if the two
countries would step up neasures to i nprove bilateral ties.

He was speaking at a joint Press conference with his Singapore
counterpart Goh Chok Tong at the Pan Pacific Hotel adjacent to the Kual a
Lunpur International Airport.

Goh arrived here for a half-day visit to hold bilateral talks with Dr
Mahat hi r .

The two net for 1 1/2 hours at the airport's Bilik Bunga Raya.

Goh sai d al t hough di fferences between the two countries mght arise from
tine totime, it was inportant to narrowthe gap and work towards
maxi m si ng t he common ar eas.

"And where we coul d agree, we will agree and where we di sagree on
certain things, we agree to cone back tonorrow, " he said.

Dr Mahathir and Goh last met at the joint opening of the second
Mal aysi a- Si ngapore link in April.

Ti es bet ween Mal aysi a and Si ngapore have been strained in recent nont hs
over several issues, including Singapore's refusal to allowpeople from
Peni nsul ar Mal aysi a who had st opped working in Singapore to withdrawtheir
savings in the Central Provident Fund.

The di pl omatic tug-of-war hei ghtened in recent nont hs when Si ngapore
i nsisted that Mal aysi a nove its Custons, |nmigration and Quaranti ne
facilities fromTanjong Pagar to Wodl ands - a nove which Mal aysia felt
was Singapore's silent strategy to get Mal aysian authorities out of the
republic.

Politicians fromboth sides again took part in heated argunents, nostly
in the Press, when Senior Mnister Lee Kuan Yew s menoirs, which were
published recently, vilified sone of Mal aysia's forner | eaders who are now
dead.

Goh had said | ast Sunday that Singapore wanted good relations with
Mal aysia and that it was not in the interest of either country to have
poor relations.

Asked what they discussed today, Dr Mahathir said they tal ked about
bilateral issues and howthe two countries could inprove their relations.

"We tal ked specifically on how Si ngapore can be of help to Ml aysia
during this economc crisis," said Dr Mahathir.

He sai d Si ngapore had agreed to facilitate Mal aysia's request to rai se
funds in the republic.

He did not give details but said officials of the two countries woul d
di scuss the natter.

Goh sai d Singapore agreed to assist Malaysia in overconming its financial
problens but first it had to ascertain what were Kual a Lunpur's
requirenents.

Dr Mahat hir said that Ml aysia would need to rai se funds in Si ngapore.

He sai d Si ngapore had proni sed to negoti ate on how best the republic



could be of help in that area.

On the supply of water to Singapore, Dr Mahathir sai d Mal aysi a woul d
det erm ne how much was required by Singapore and howits requirenent could
be net.

In February, Ml aysia had agreed to conti nue supplying water to
Si ngapore beyond 2061, an undertaking that was supposed to be confirned in
an agreenent within 60 days.

The agreement has not been signed al t hough the 60-day period has | apsed.

Dr Mahat hir al so said Singapore aircraft wanting to enter Mal aysian air
space for search and rescue operations would be granted i medi ate
permi ssi on.
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