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Mal aysian firms have till Nov 30 to confirm

MALAYSI AN conpani es have until the end of Novenber to confirmtheir
participationin CeBIT, organi sers of the showsaid. Thisis in spite of
the fact that exhibition space for the upconming CeBI T 1999, scheduled to
be held fromMarch 18 to 24 next year in Hannover, Cermany, is already
fully booked.

Expl ai ned Jorg Schonburg, managi ng director of Deutsche Messe AG the
avai | abl e space conmpri sed those t hat have been reserved for indivi dua
countries to ensure that the showhas a fair international representation.

He said npobst countries have fully taken up their allocated spaces but
much of the space "bl ocked" for Mal aysi an exhibitors is still avail abl e.
If the space is unfilled by Novenber 30, it will be released to firns on
the waiting |ist.

Si nce 1997, when Mal aysia had its | argest participation at CeBIT with 18
exhi bitors, the nunbers started dwindling. It went down to 13 this year
when, in March, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad paid a visit
to the annual showcase. For next year, a total of 10 exhibitors are
expected to participate.

So far, only the Sapura G oup, Tel ekom Ml aysi a Bhd and
t el ecommuni cati on product s maker Uni co Technol ogy Bhd, have confirned
their participation.

Several nore have i ndi cated i nterest but have not conmitted t hensel ves.
They i ncl ude a handful of handphone accessory and conponent suppliers, and
a coupl e of software houses, said C. Y. Fong, executive director of Edaran
Anfas (M Sdn Bhd, the show s | ocal agent.

Fong said he felt that some Mal aysi an conpani es are hol di ng back because
of the econonic sl owdown. "They think that they should not go out intine
of crisis.

"But that it is exactly what they should do. The domestic market is
shrinking, soit istinme to go out to grab the bigger markets," he said,
adding that the I T and tel ecomruni cati ons narket in Europe along is
estimated to worth US$350 billi on.

He said that on a per sq mbasis and taking into consideration the top
class services and facilities that the organi sers provide to the
exhibitors, CeBI T offers a very conpel ling proposition conpared with | oca
and regional trade shows.

He added that the val ue that they can derive fromCeBIT is nmuch better
because it is a higher profile showthat attracts the best and the
brightest in the industry.

Furthernore, local snmall- and nedi umsized technol ogy conpani es t hat
participate in trade shows such as CeBI T can apply for speci al governnment
subsi di es through the Small- and Medi umsized | ndustries Devel opnent

Cor poration, as well as cl ai mdoubl e tax deduction for export pronotion
( END)



	Malaysian firms have till Nov 30 to confirm (NST 20/10/1998)

