02/ 01/ 1998
Mal aysi an goods can al so be best: PM

Kamar ul Yunus

MALAYSI ANS shoul d get acquainted with their country's own capacity in
produci ng goods of world standards, Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad sai d.

"We shoul d nake use of the opportunity and facilities to get acquai nted
with our own capacity (in produci ng goods) so as not to feel in any way
that we are not getting the best when we buy Ml aysi an goods, " he sai d.

"This is not any kind of economic nationalism It is sinply because we
cannot afford to buy i nported goods (due to the depreciation of ringgit),"
he sai d when | aunchi ng t he "Love Mal aysi a, Buy Mal aysi a Product s" canpai gn
and exhi bition in Kual a Lunpur yesterday.

The three-nonth canpaign at the Mal aysi an International Design Export
Centre (I DEC) in Kual a Lunpur, is organi sed by Country Heights in
conjunction withits 9th Fanily Day cel ebrati on.

Reiterating that the depreciation of the ringgit was not the doing of
Mal aysi ans, Dr Mahat hir urged | ocal consuners to buy nore Made-in- Ml aysi a
goods as they are not too affected by the currency probl em

"Most of the | ocal manufacturers are not too affected by the
depreciation in the value of our currency, except those which are using
sonme i nported conponents in their production

"I'n the nmeantime, | ocal manufacturers shoul d al so produce quality
products of world standard and export themas nuch as possible to gain
foreign currencies for the country," he added.

Congratul ating Country Heights for its effort to pronote Ml aysi an goods
through its canpai gn and exhi bition, Dr Mahathir al so urged Mal aysi an
manuf acturers and exporters to use the facility to pronote their products.

"I hope the manufacturers will take the opportunity to exhibit their
products at this exhibition as | knowthey will not |ose anything ... the
exhibition facilities are free and the products will be on sale to
Mal aysi ans and foreigners alike

The Prime M nister said the i dea of having such a centre as the | DEC
wher e Mal aysi an goods coul d be exhi bited shoul d be taken full advantage of
by the producers and manufacturers.

Noting that the Governnent has fornul ated a plan to overcone the current
econom ¢ woes, Dr Mahathir reiterated the need for all Ml aysians to
cooperate with the Government to nake it (the plan) a successs, including
buyi ng nore | ocal | y- made goods.

"I'n that way, you will be hel ping the country to recover quickly and
when the country recovers, we will benefit.

If all Malaysians cooperate fully, we can overcome all the difficulties
that we are facing today," he added.

Sonme 50 | ocal conpani es are exhibiting their products at the exhibition

The products on di splay include furniture, paint, carpet, electrical
appl i ances, cars and assessori es.

At the function, Dr Mahathir al so | aunched the | DEC | ogo.
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