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MALAYSI AN MEDI A MUST REMAI N CREDI BLE, SAYS ANVWAR

By: Sal ny Hashim

WASHI NGTON, July 21 (Bernanma) -- The Ml aysi an nedia nmust remain credible
and objective and must continue to play its role of dissem nating information
and the truth, Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimsaid here
Monday.

He said this in response to a question by a reporter over the recent
resignations in two of Malaysia's |eading Malay dailies.

Dat uk Nazri Abdull ah | ast week resigned fromhis position as Goup Editor
of Berita Harian, while Datuk Johan Jaaffar resigned as Editor-in-Chief of
Ut usan Mel ayu G oup.

Asked whet her the departure of the two top journalists, w dely regarded as
his "political allies," was synmbolic of a rift between Prinme M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad and him Anwar sinply said: "The prime mnister has
said this is an ongoi ng, normal change, but to ny mnd what's nore inportant
is that the nedia nust remain credi ble and objective."

Anwar, who is also Finance Mnister, said the nedia nust continue to
di ssemi nate information and the truth.

"That's nore critical than the other issues,” he said.

However, he reiterated that there were no policy differences between him
and the prime mnister,

"Rat her we conpl enent each other," he said.

Anwar said differences between himand the prinme mnister were nerely
"percei ved" because Dr Mahathir tal ked about issues that affected devel opi ng
econom es while he tend to tal k about special programres that needed to be
i mpl enent ed.

"There are of course perceived differences because the pronouncenents |
make which are tied to the general policies coordinated by the Treasury, and
we' re expected to inplenment these.”

"The prime minister articulates the concerns of the devel oping world, the
failure of international arragenents to protect the poorer econonies and the
devel oped worl d inpatience to push ahead with Iiberalisation w thout regard
for the negative inpact it mght have on the | ocal econony.™

"Because of our different roles, you do see sone perceived differences,"
Anwar sai d.

On a news report that the prinme mnister and himdiffered in their views on
the interest rate where Dr Mahathir favoured |ower interest rate to stinulate
t he econony, Anwar clarified: "I amsupportive of a low interest rate policy,
but we're also dictated by circunstances such as inflation, speculation, and
of fshore interest rate of the ringgit - and these issues also affect interest
rate policies."

He said relatively high interest rate could adversely affect the conduct of
the private sector.

""So, what we're doing is to maintain a tight nonetary policy to reduce the
spread on the lending interest rate, which can be done," he added.
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